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Management Committee 

President:  Paul Meyers 

Secretary:  Leigh Chamber lain 
Minutes Secretary: 
   Lee Bull (ex-officio)  
Treasurer:  Roger  Harding 

Committee members: 

   Bruce Sinclair 
   Ruth Sapsford  

Guest Speaker Programme:  
   Bruce Sinclair 

Editor of Call of the Koel:  
   Leigh Chamberlain 

Processing Committee:  

Judith Marks; Elaine Machin; 
Leigh Chamberlain; Paul Meyers; 

Ruth Sapsford; Lee Bull 

Web Master:  Piotr  Maliecki  

MEETING TIMES 

Monthly meetings featur ing 

a guest speaker are held on the 
4th Friday of each month from 

January until November.  

Where: In the meeting room 

at the Toowong BCC  

Library located on the third 

floor of Toowong Village, 

Sherwood Rd, Toowong. 

Time: commencing at 

9.30am till 11.30am.  

Morning tea to follow. 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
c/-of Secretary, PO Box 187  

Toowong BC, Toowong Q 4066       

Tel: 04011800921 

tdhsoc@gmail.com 

toowonghistory.org.au  

23rd January 2015: Guest 

speaker Andi Gannaway will 

speak on the impact of ration-

ing on our cuisine during WWII  

From the President… 
2014 is drawing to a close, and as usual the 

year has been a busy year for our Society. I 

daresay many of you are now starting to 

think about your plans for Christmas and the 
holiday period, and in fact, a few of our 

members have already left on holidays. To 

these members, have a great break away, 

and arrive back safely. 

One task the Management Committee has 

focused upon is the sorting of resources, 
archiving of files and clipping back copies 

of newspapers to add to our clippings 

collection. In the past few months several 

working bees have been held to undertake 

this task. Thank you to Judith Marks, Lee 

Bull, Ruth Sapsford, Philippa Stanford and 

Leigh Chamberlain for their work. May I 

add that helpers are always welcome. So if 

you wish to assist please contact Leigh or 

Judith.  

I wish to also thank Cathie Sherwood for 

her assistance with maintaining our 

webpage and to congratulate her on the 

professional appearance of the webpage. 

Unfortunately, Cathie is unable to continue 

as webmaster and has tendered her 

resignation. We are grateful to Cathie for 
her help to date, and on behalf of the 

members I wish Cathie all the best in her 

future endeavours.  

We welcome Piotr Maliecki who has  

volunteered to be our new webmaster. Piotr 

brings much experience to the role, as he is 
employed in an IT capacity by The 

University of Queensland and has 

previously worked in both Poland and Great 

Britain in IT.  

The Society’s AGM was held in August. 
Jeanette Lippiatt stepped down as Minutes’ 

Secretary for personal reasons, so I wish to 

say a big thankyou to Jeanette for the 

contribution she has made to the Society 

over the years. We will miss Jeanette’s 

efficiency and technical expertise. Jeanette 

has carefully transcribed numerous taped 

interviews, and also assisted with preparing 
the manuscripts for Toowong Memorial 

Park, written by Bruce Sinclair, and The 

Cock’s Family Tree, written by Deb 

Drumond. Jeanette is still volunteering her 

skills and is currently archiving audio tapes 

as MP3files—a big task indeed! Jeanette 

was recommended as a recipient of a Ryan 

Award last year for her efforts, and we were 

thrilled that her nomination was 

successful—a well deserved honour!   

Lee Bull has volunteered to be our new 

Minute’s Secretary, so welcome to Lee.  

Initially nervous at first, Lee has lost no 

time in finding her stride and produces the 

minutes promptly after each meeting as if 

she has been doing this forever.  

I would like to thank the management 

committee and members for their support 

this year, especially to Ruth and Leigh for 

hosting various management committee 

meetings, and Roger for looking after our 

finances so capably. I would also like to 

thank the Toowong BCC Library for 
allowing us to use the meeting room for our 

meetings, and also acknowledge the 

generous assistance which the Toowong 

Library staff has given to us to date.  

Guest speaker Bruce Sinclair has again 

worked hard to provide a programme of 
presentations for this year, and has already 

secured a number of speakers for 2015. 

Thank you to Bruce for your hard work.  

I would like to wish you all the best wishes 

for the festive season and a happy New 

Year for 2015. I hope everyone has an 
enjoyable time celebrating this time with 

family and friends. See you all again at in 

January.  

Call of the Koel November  21st 2013 

Newsletter of the Toowong and District Historical Society Inc.  

Christmas party  
The TDHS’s Christmas party will be held on Friday, 28th November. Please come along 

and feel welcome to invite your friends as well to our party.  

A historic 1959 recording of the folk song Brisbane Ladies, donated to ur Society by Gor-

don Hopper, will be played. This version was commissioned for the Centenary of Queens-

land. Remember to wear Christmas-themed hat—you may win a prize!  

The morning’s programme will include some fun-filled activities followed by morning tea. 

I wonder what the mystery prize will be awarded for? Come along and find out!  

The Society will be in recess until the January Members’ Meeting on 23rd January 2015.  
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2014 Brisbane West Cul-

tural Expo  
This year Bruce Sinclair again volunteered to be 

the TDHS’s representative on the organizing com-

mittee for the second Brisbane West Cultural Ex-

po held on 30 Au-

gust 2014 at Perrin 

Park.  

The purpose of the 

Expo is to introduce 

local community 

groups and available 

community services 

to local residents and 

visitors to the area.   

The Expo was well 

attended, and great 

fun was had by all. 

There were stalls 

featuring the activi-

ties and services of 

local community 
groups and world 

cuisine, and cultural 

performances. Book 

sales were pleasing, and several historical inquir-

ies were handled by our researchers. Bruce and 

Leigh accepted a kind invitation to view an 1890s 

house in Burns Road which had been carefully 

restored by its proud owners.  

As we were successful in receiving a grant from 

the Lord Mayor’s Suburban Initiative Grants Fund 

for the purchase of 2 X-banners, our stall was 

more professionally presented this year.  

We are grateful to Cr Peter Matic for sponsoring 

our grant application. The banners acquired com-

prised a small X-banner (designed by Les Cham-

berlain) and a large X-banner, designed by Chris-

topher Sapsford. We thank them very much for 

their assistance and for the time they put into this 

project. The banners, which feature bright attrac-

tive designs, look great, and were effective in 

attracting attention to our stall.  

Our stall’s success can be attributed to the hard 

work and commitment shown by those members 

who volunteered to man the stall during the day. s 

level of support is very pleasing, and thank you to 

all who assisted on behalf of the Society. 

 

Scenes from the International festival  

Above left: Small X-banner designed by Les Chamber-

lain.  

Above right: Ruth Sapsford assembling a historic photo-
graph display titled Toowong: That was then! featuring 

views of Toowong.  

Centre: Ruth, Leigh and Paul standing next to the large 
X-banner designed by Christopher Sapsford. 

(Photographs by Leigh Chamberlain)  

Bottom: Festival clowns (in real life, university students 
from UQ) obligingly pose with President Paul in front 
of Christopher Sapsford’s X-banner. (Photograph by 

Andrew Darbyshire.)  
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Inquiries received 

The TDHS webpage has been receiving a steady flow of 

inquiries from people requesting assistance with all aspects of 

family history and local community history.  

Recently I handled an inquiry which successfully put the 

inquirer in touch with the family that her uncle had married 

into. The inquirer’s name was Judith, and she wrote from New 

Zealand: “My uncle, Harold Christian, was the step-father of 

Mackenzie Skene Patterson. I would greatly like to make 

contact with Mackenzie or any member of the Patterson 

family who knows him. I have been searching for information 
on my uncle for many decades and it has only been recently 

that I have got any leads.” 

Fortunately for Judith, I had been in contact with Mackenzie 

Skene Patterson, also known as “Mack” Patterson. As a 

grandchild of Charles Patterson, a former mayor of Toowong, 

Mack had attended the book launch of Cradle to Grave: 

Toowong Council at Toowong BCC Library last February, 

2013. After obtaining Mack’s permission I duly passed on 

Mack’s contact details to Judith.  

Since then Judith and Mack have exchanged a couple of 

emails, and have also spoken on the phone. Also, Mack said 

he planned to send Judith copies of photos and documents that 

relate to his stepfather, and has probably done this by now.  

Judith was overjoyed by the outcome, as evident from the 

content of this thankyou the TDHS received from her: “My 

heart is almost too full to write–I have been in contact with 

my uncle's stepson, and for that I can’t thank you enough. It 
was a busy time for you as you were trying to get away [on 

your trip], but you went out of your way to help. For that I and 

my family are very grateful. Judith.” 

I was rather choked with tears a little myself at receiving this 

reply back. Sometimes I wonder why I persevere as it does 

involve a lot of a sacrifice of time when I could be doing other 

things, or just taking time out to enjoy myself and spend time 

with friends and family. Occasionally I don’t receive a an 

acknowledgement in receipt of information, but when I find 

people really appreciate my efforts, and those of the 

committee and our volunteers, it makes it all worthwhile. 

I had previously spoken to Mack by phone when he 

reminisced about his grandmother Barbara Patterson. Mack, 

who possesses a great sense of humour, had me in fits of 

laughter as he described how he successfully resisted all 

efforts by his grandmother, a staunch Presbyterian of the old 

style, to attend Sunday school. He was the only one of the clan 

to get away with such recalcitrance. Mack further elaborated 

though to explain: ‘I did manage to avoid Sunday school. 

However, I did have to go to church—that was non-

negotiable! Presumably, Sunday school and regular church 

services were held at different times.’ 

When I contacted him again in a follow-up to Judith’s inquiry, 

Mack added some more family history:  

In light of the Centenary Celebrations of the Gallipoli Landings 
one other small story involving my father, Wallace Patterson, who 
was a student at Brisbane Grammar, and a group of his friends. On 
the night of the declaration of Peace in 1918 they decided as a lark, 

to swap around all the church gates in Toowong. The local police 
sergeant was alerted to this quite early on, and waited until they 
had finished, whereupon he told the boys, ‘Now return them to 
their correct locations’. Needless to say, the replacement 
proceeded at a slower pace. 

My father’s elder brother, Alexander Smith Patterson MM, after 
surviving Gallipoli was killed at Mouquet Farm, France. Alex’s 
twin brother—they had their 18th birthday at Gallipoli— had a 

finger shot off by a Turkish bullet, and then was shot in the head in 
France. Alex's body was never found.  

My father was killed on the Kokoda track in 1942 after serving 
in North Africa and Syria together with Jim, Alex’s twin, in the 
2/25th Battalion. Jim made a cross and tied it to the tree near 
where Dad was killed. There was no chance to bury him and his 

body was never recovered. 

Above right: Margaret Finlayson nèe Patterson with her siblings: 

Margaret, in front; centre, thought to be Jean; the twins, James and 

Alexander (who is who is not identified); and brothers, Gordon 

and Wallace (again, who is who is not identified)  

 

Above left: Pte. A.S. Patterson, Killed in action;  

Centre: Mrs Barbara Patterson  
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Tombstones 

Another inquiry received this year was equally as interesting. 

Here is what our inquirer wrote: ‘We found a bunch of head-
stone pieces in my backyard in Toowong during landscaping. 

They are dated in the late 1800s to early 1900s. Do you know 

of any history of headstones from Brisbane cemeteries being 

used as landfill? Our house dates back to the early 1950s.’  

Contributors over the years have alluded to incidences of bro-

ken masonry being used as fill, particularly in the local creek 

which flowed down from the cemetery, along Valentine Street, 

across Milton Road, and along near Sylvan Road, and hence to 

the river. It seems that Petrie’s Monumental Masons offered 

broken headstones damaged through manufacture as fill in this 

area.  

The question is: does this explain the origin of the tombstones 

in question?  

This information was passed on to our inquirer who answered:  

Initially I did some research of my own and found that in 1975, 
council removed 1000 headstones from Toowong Cemetery and 
used them to fill Toowong creek banks. I was thinking perhaps they 

were stolen or sourced from there.  

Our neighbours are long term residents in the area, and they have 

since told us that they were sourced from the stonemason you were 
referring to on Sylvan Road (it is now Toowong Mitsubishi). The 
previous owner used them as a stepping path to the front door origi-

nally before using them as a fill for the backyard.  

I did find it curious though that some of the headstones date back 
to 187? and 1913.  

I'm not sure why the stonemason would have fragments of head-

stones that old... perhaps they were damaged ones in the cemetery 

that they were replacing. 

Our inquirer is certainly correct when she stated that in 1975 

the Brisbane City Council removed hundreds of worn, forgot-

ten headstones in the three major city cemeteries. According to 

Wikapedia, old, neglected monuments were removed from 
Toowong, Lutwyche and South Brisbane cemeteries and trees 

and shrubs planted. The long term aim of the scheme was to 

return the cemeteries to open clean space with a parkland at-

mosphere. It is thought approximately 1,000 memorials were 

removed from Toowong.  

Working from photos of the fragments provided, TDHS re-

searcher Jeanette Lippiatt noted that one of the headstones was 

that of Maria Magdalena Kluver, who died on 4 September 

1892, aged 71, wife of Christian Kluver. Maria Kluver is bur-
ied in the demolished graves portion of Toowong Cemetery. 

Jeanette surmised that perhaps the other the other headstones 

were from that portion also. Thus it seems that somehow frag-

ments originating in the demolished portion of the cemetery 

have found their way to a yard in West Toowong. Perhaps 

they were from graves damaged (possibly by falling tree 

limbs) at an earlier date and removed to Petrie’s for disposal.  

Meanwhile our inquirer wants to find a home for these frag-

ments, so our Society has assisted by providing some suggest-

ed contact details of institutions which may be interested in 

accepting the pieces.  

If you can add more information to this discussion please con-

tact the Society. 

A selection of photos of fragments of monumental 

masonry discovered in a West Toowong yard  
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The Burns Road rail overpass road bridge murals:  

These murals were created and hung on the sides of the rail overpass 

road bridge as a QR positive pARTnership initiative between the 

Toowong Ward Office, Toowong and District Historical Society 

Inc., St Ignatius School and Toowong State School. The murals, 

which incorporate historic elements in their content, were well-

received and much admired by passers-by.  

However, last year some of these panels on the Burns Road rail 
overpass bridge were damaged in a storm, and subsequently re-

moved. Since then our management committee has been fielding 

inquiries about the fate of these murals, so recently, the Toowong 

ward Office has been asked for information.  

The Toowong Ward Office contacted Queensland Rail in 2013 to 

discuss getting the panels replaced. They have been advised that 

Queensland Rail have the murals placed in storage. Since then, the 

Toowong Ward Office is awaiting further advice as to when the re-

placement will be made, and how it will be funded, and has indicated 

that when a decision is made, our Society will be notified.  

Frew Park 

Historic Frew Park first opened in 1904 and hosted 8 Australian 

Opens and concerts ranging from Elton John to Deep Purple to The 

Rolling Stones. 

Now that its refurbishment has been completed, the newly redevel-

oped Frew Park is to be officially opened with a ribbon cutting on 

Saturday, 29 November 2014. Starting time is scheduled for 

4.00pm, with the official opening timed for 4.15pm.  

A range of activities are planned, including a visit from Santa who 

is arriving at 5.00pm; free Hot Shots Tennis coaching provided by 

Tennis Gear Australia; and the screening of a film, Disney’s Frozen 

at 6.45pm. Also a wide range of activities have been organised so 

everyone should find something of interest to do. These activities 

include: rock climbing; bouncing castles; petting zoo; face painting; 

Rainbow Pony Rides; ice-cream; sausage sizzle by Bardon Lions 

Club (for a gold coin donation); and music performed by Kate 

Street Mob Jazz Big Band and Brizwest Community Concert Band.  

The Queensland State Library has set up a blog titled Frew Park: 

Reflecting Queensland’s tennis history. You can follow it at: http://

blogs.slq.qld.gov.au/slq-today/2014/11/19/frew-park-reflecting-

queenslands-tennis-history/ 

TDHS News 

Tour of Middenbury 

Several of our members accepted the kind invita-

tion extended by the Sunland group to visit Mid-

denbury on Thursday, 2 October and Friday, 3 

October. Middenbury is the historic house located 

on the former ABC site in Toowong on Coronation 

Drive, and is also Toowong’s oldest surviving 
historic residence. Morning tea was served, and 

guests were given information about the proposed 

Sunland unit development. All enjoyed the chance 

to view the house, and admire the unimpeded view 

of the river from the verandahs. On behalf of those 

who were present, the TDHS would like to thank 

Sunland for their kindness to our members.  

Incidentally, we are indeed fortunate that Midden-

bury has survived. When the ABC acquired the 
site the original plan was to demolish the house. 

However, local resident Mrs Roe embarked upon a 

letter writing campaign which persuaded the 

ABC’s management to change its mind. So due to 

her efforts, Middenbury stayed, and is still here 

today for us all to enjoy.  

Above: Members Paul Meyers, Bernie Kunkel, Fay 

Blackburn and Judith Marks enjoy morning tea.  

Below: Plastic chairs on Middenbury’s verandahs which 
face the Brisbane River contrast incongruously with the 
elegance of Middenbury’s 1862-constructed brick walls, 

but fortunately do not detract from the atmosphere of 
tranquillity engendered by the house’s heritage architec-

ture . 

Above: Frew Park’s Milton Tennis Centre in its heyday 
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Brisbane: Views of Yesteryear 


