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Management Committee 
President:  Paul Meyers 
Secretary:   
   Leigh Chamberlain 
Minutes Secretary: 
   Lee Bull  
Treasurer :  
    Bruce Sinclair 
Committee members: 
   Lee Bull 
   Ruth Sapsford  
   Genean Wildeisen  
Guest Speaker Programme:  
   Bruce Sinclair & Genean 
Wildeisen 
Editor of Call of the Koel:  
   Leigh Chamberlain 
Web Master: Genean    
Wildeisen  

MEETING TIMES 
Monthly meetings featur ing a 

guest speaker are held on the  
4th Friday of each month from  

January until November.  
Where: In the meeting room  
at the Toowong BCC Library,  

(Third floor, Toowong Village, 
Sherwood Rd, Toowong. 

Time: 9.30am—11.30am.  
Followed by morning tea 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
c/-of Secretary 

PO Box 187 Toowong BC,  
Ebor Lane,  

Toowong Q 4066  
Tel: 0401 180 092 
tdhsoc@gmail.com 

toowonghistory.org.au  

 

Call of the Koel 23 June 2017 

Newsletter of the Toowong and District Historical Society Inc.  

 

Next Members’ Meeting 
Friday, 28 July 2017  

The Mapping Programme  
presented by  

Dr Neville Busch  
See more details to right 

Next month’s speaker… 

  The Mapping Programme 
Presented by Dr Neville Busch  

Our July speaker is historian Dr Neville Buch, who is involved with project work 
for the Brisbane City Council’s mapping program. He is going to talk on this and 
how our Society may benefit from participation in this venture. 
To find out more about the Brisbane City Council Mapping Programme please re-
fer to this link:  
http://mappingbrisbanehistory.com.au  
Dr Buch may also be contacted via this 
link. 

     Where: Toowong Library, top 
floor, Toowong Village  

When: Fr iday 28 July 2017 from  
9.30 am-12 noon  

Morning tea will follow the presentation. 
Dr Neville Buch (centre front)  

From the Editor’s desk… 
We farewell our webmaster Piotr Maliki who is moving to Melbourne with his 
wife Alicja and family in mid-July. We would like to thank Piotr for his assistance 
while he was webmaster. At the May Members’ Meeting members signed a card 
wishing Piotr best wishes and this was given to Piotr together with a small gift to 
remember us all by. 
Committee member Genean Wildeisen has volunteered to be webmaster, and has 
had a series of meetings with Piotr to ensure a smooth changeover.  
Research is continuing on the story of Lang Farm Estate, which includes streets 
between Macdonnell and Josling Streets, and Kayes Rocks to Burns Road. An up-
date on what is next planned for this project is included on page 2.  
Treasurer Bruce Sinclair is pleased that the book sales for Brisbane Spreads West 
A Local History 1840-1901 are doing well. This book is the result of a collabora-
tive project between a number of western suburbs history groups, and anchored by 
Andrew Darbyshire. Andrew was guest speaker at our May Members’ Meeting and 
gave an overview of the project to those present. Each group was given a set of 
books to sell and the proceeds are kept by the group. Bruce Sinclair was the 
TDHS’s representative and both he and Lee Bull provided articles for inclusion in 
the book. Copies are available for purchase at our next meeting at a bargain cost of 
$15.00. If you don’t have your copy yet you’d better hurry as they are selling fast.  
Alan McNaughton, president of the Queensland Card Collectors Society Inc., at-
tended our May meeting where he told members and guests about their last publi-
cation titled The Anzacs in World War 1 Illustrated in Postcards and Cigarette 
Cards. A condition of funding received to print the book was that the book be dis-
seminated free so Alan offered to give a free copy to any of our members. Many of 
our members accepted this kind offer. Alan has since dropped off the copies re-
quested and these were given out at the June meeting. On behalf of our members I 
have emailed a thankyou to Alan for his kindness.  
TDHS member Philippa Stanford has volunteered to be our next newsletter editor 
and will take the helm as soon as she fulfils her current commitments. As this will 
probably be my last newsletter for the time being I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to thank all who have assisted me over the years that I have written the 
newsletter. See you all at the next Members’ Meeting.  

http://mappingbrisbanehistory.com.au
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   Tree plantings at Lang Farm Estate in March, 1886 
On Thursday, 4th March 1886, Toowong residents would 
have read a report published in The Brisbane Courier (p.5) of 
the ordinary meeting of the Shire of Toowong Council held 
on the previous Tuesday evening (2nd March) at the Council 
chambers in Sylvan Road, Toowong.  
After the elected mayor and councilors of the day, ‘Mr. Rob-
ert Cribb, president, and Councillors Gregory, Mathewson, 
Payne, Sweatman, Valentine, W. H. Wilson, and W. F. Wil-
son’ read and confirmed the minutes of the previous meeting  
they then proceeded consider the first item of inward corre-
spondence listed for their attention.  
This was a letter received from Mr TE (Thomas Edward) 
White, a prominent businessman and well-known local resi-
dent, who wrote to ask for permission to plant shade trees in 
Brisbane Street, Toowong. (As was the custom of yesteryear, 
Brisbane Street was written in the newspaper as “Brisbane-
street”.) According to the report, no discussion was recorded 
and the necessary permission was promptly granted. As the 
councilors appeared to deal with this item of business quickly 
and efficiently, we may assume that all present approved of 
the proposal. When the general reader reads back over the 
newspaper report of the meeting in the newspaper, he/she we 
risks overlooking the significance of such an agenda item and 
could thereby dismiss it as being a minor item of Council 
business. 
But the fact that such an item of business found its way onto 
the agenda of the Council is testimony to the fact that the resi-
dents of Toowong at the time were as interested in greening 
their streets to produce a congenial surroundings and taking  
pride in their neighbourhood as we are today. Mr White’s 
request and the Council’s response shows that “greenies” 
were just as active more than 130 years ago as we are today. 
Nothing has changed despite the passage of years: the concept 
of being a “greenie” is not the modern idea we seem to think 
it is today.  
It is likely that Mr White, an enthusiastic gardener, had grown 
the young trees himself, and equally likely that once he had 
obtained permission, that he carried out the plantings himself. 
White’s interest in gardening is documented in the pages of 
the Brisbane Courier. He was later elected as president of the 
Horticultural Society of Queensland on 25th January 1895 
where he had also entered dahlias in various categories in the 
monthly display of flowers exhibition, receiving first prize in 
two of the orders of merit that were judged and awarded at 
that meeting.  
White’s letter to the Shire Council begs the question: why was 
he so was keen to green Brisbane Street specifically? To us, 
looking back over the years since 1886, the passage of time 

has dimmed our memory of what Toowong was like then. 
Maybe we should ask: what did the street look like in 1885? 
The answer would surprise anyone without an understanding 
of the era. The road to the St Lucia and hence to The Univer-
sity of Queensland did not exist then. This was because Too-
wong Creek was not bridged to allow egress from Brisbane 
Street to St Lucia and to “The Pocket” (Long Pocket).  

Today, unless one knew there was a creek here, one would 
not realize that the road still passes over a bridge. However, in 
1880 Brisbane Street was a dead end, and therefore a quiet 
and pleasant backwater. One other fact to consider is that 
White’s initiative took place within a setting of increasing 
community agitation demanding that local government au-
thorities install a bridge over Toowong Creek.  
After consulting primary sources such as the post office direc-
tories, electoral rolls, and title deeds, we learn that in 1885 
Thomas Edward White was living on the southern side of 
Kaye’s Rocks (allotment 99). He had moved to here from 
where he lived up at Mt Coot-tha on a property where Stu-
artholme now stands. His father-in-law, Thomas Bertenshaw, 
lived next door (allotment100). White had purchased allot-
ments 101 and 102, situated next door to the north of the 
Bertenshaws, in 1884. Then in 1886, he and his wife Phebe 
and family shifted to allotments 51 and 51A, located on the 
corner of Emma Street (now Glen Road). So White and ex-
tended family ended up owning all the properties along Bris-
bane Street.  
It is understandable that White wished to improve the street 
appeal of the neighbourhood by planting shade trees in the 
street where he lived. Nowadays we take it for granted that 
local authorities will undertake such projects but White was 
ahead of time in his era. Today rate payers regard street plant-
ings as part and parcel of municipal government duties, but it 
wasn’t so at that time.  
Added to this is a practical element: the flow-on effect would 

be an appreciation in the market value of his 
properties.  
Sadly, White’s experience in the 1893 flood 
episode was a bad one,. His Emma Street 
property was inundated with floodwaters and 
by 1894, TE White had moved up the nearby 
hill to Kiarraba (pictured above), in Holmes 
Street. Apart from the fact this was above 
flood levels, Phebe White was partial to liv-
ing on top of hills, it was said. (Continued 
next page.)  
 

 

Above right: Kiarraba 
To left: Looking across to the corner of Glen Road 
and Brisbane Street during the 1893 flood  
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Yesterday’s news… 
The following report appeared in The Queenslander on Saturday, 4th May ,1878 (p. 133). 

Meeting re water shortage in Toowong  
A meeting to consider the question of water supply for Toowong was held in the Primitive Methodist 
Chapel, on Monday last, the hon. J. R. Dickson in the chair. Mr. W. H. Wilson moved the following res-
olution :—"That this meeting is of opinion that steps should be at once taken to meet the requirements of 
the suburb of Toowong in the matter of water supply. "The resolution was seconded by Mr. E.J. Bennett. 
Mr. W. Richer moved, "That the member for the district—the Hon. J.R. Dickson—be requested to con-
vey to his colleague, the Hon. the Minister for Works, as ex-officio member of the Board of Waterworks, 
the desire of this meeting, and that a deputation, to be hereafter named, be formed to wait upon the chair-
man of the Board of Waterworks to give effect to the fore going resolution." Mr. John W. Todd seconded 
the resolution. The following gentlemen were appointed a committee to carry out the foregoing resolu-
tions, namely:—Hon. H.E. King, Messrs. W.H. Wilson, S. Kaye, E.J. Bennett, W. Richer, R. Gailey, W. 
Jackson, J.W. Todd, P. Atkinson, W. Hicks, Healey, A.J. Hockings, and T.E. White, with power to add 
to their number.  

Today, while some very old trees along Brisbane Street still 
stand, it is obvious that not all of the trees planted by TE 
White have survived. Sadly, over one hundred years later, 
many of the trees have inevitably been sacrificed to the needs 
of the motorcar (and of course, buses, trucks, and other forms 
of wheeled vehicles). Mature shade trees have been removed 
as the local roads were widened and turning lanes added to 
accommodate our ever growing hunger for more and more 
road space.   

The removal of some of these trees has been recalled by for-
mer local residents. Ian Venables, who grew up in Gailey 
Road, recalls one which stood at the intersection of Gailey 
Road and Sandford Street. Everyone loved it—a truly mag-
nificent tree, as Ian recalls. Alas, it went when the intersec-
tion was updated and more lanes introduced, including a turn-
ing lane into Sandford Road.  
Fortunately, another of TE White’s trees still stands. Former 
resident Mrs Jennette Lavis recalls her grandmother Mrs 
Howes (“Granny Howes”) telling her tales about her father, 
TE White’s planting of this tree. It is a very large African 
Tulip tree and fortunately it still stands, as if it is keeping 
guard over the bus shelter on the medium strip at the junction 
of Josling and Herbert Streets with Brisbane Street.  

TE White’s tree, which stands majestically at the junction of 
Josling and Herbert Streets, and Brisbane Street  

 From the TDHS’s photo album... 
Left: Rob Price, TDHS guest speaker in March who  
spoke about the history of Windor, is pictured with 
TDHS guest speaker organiser Bruce Sinclair.  
Right: Wreaths placed on the Soldiers’ Monument in 
Toowong Memorial Park during the Dawn Service 
on Anzac Day. TDHS members Ruth Sapsford and 
Bernie Kunkel represented the TDHS and placed a 
wreath on behalf of the members.  [Photos: Ruth 
Sapsford]  
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 Lang Farm Estate Project  
TDHS researcher Lee Bull has been researching the stories of those early 
settlers who purchased property in this area when architect Richard Gai-
ley subdivided land he had purchased from the Cribb family.  
Lee Bull has been busily speaking to former residents and also descend-
ents of those who used to live here and who have offered to volunteer 
information. Donations have been received as well to fund purchase title 
deeds associated with the area. Lee has been busily analyzing the infor-
mation thus gleaned in an effort to understand the development of the 
estate and collect the stories of the people who either used to live here or 
who still do. Lee describes her research as a work in progress, and she 
suspects that there will always be one more another story to add to those 
already collected.  
Lee has kindly offered to conduct a heritage walk around Lang Farm Es-
tate on Sunday, 5th August. So grab your hats, sunscreen and water bot-
tles, bring your friends and come and join us! The details are below.  

Lang Farm Estate: escape into the past with a heritage walk 
The Toowong and District Historical Society (TDHS) is a community participant in the 
BCC Library’s celebration of Children’s Book Week and is providing an activity on the 
Book Week theme of “escape to anywhere” by offering an “Escape into the past’’ with a 
heritage walk. So come along and join members of the TDHS on a walk around what be-
came known in the mid to late 1870s as Lang Farm Estate.  
Background information: 
Lang Farm Estate is located to the south and east of Toowong’s High Street on land origi-
nally part of the extensive and co-joining holdings of Robert Cribb in Toowong and Tarin-
ga.  
The tour will be led by Cribb descendent Lee Bull, and will include part of Archer, Aston, 
Holmes, Josling, Herbert, Glenny, Macdonnell, Eskmount, Brisbane, Benson, Mayne and 
Streets, and Burns, Glen and Gailey Roads, and Kaye’s Rocks.  
Details:  
When: 9.45am for  a 10.00 am star t, Sunday 6th August  
Where:  Meet near the flagpole in front of the Toowong Bowls Club, Heroes Avenue, 
Taringa (between Gailey Rd and Indooroopilly Rd.)  
Length: Approximately 1½-2 hours. 
What: Moderate fitness recommended as the area includes a few low hills.  
Wear: Good walking shoes, hats, sunscreen, br ing water, and perhaps a small snack 
to be eaten while walking.  
Depending upon numbers the group may be split into smaller ones and guided by TDHS 
members.  
Book Stall: A selection of publications on the history of Toowong will be available for 
sale.  
If required, tea and coffee, cold drinks, and lunch may be purchased afterwards at the 
Toowong Bowls Club, which opens later in the morning.  

All welcome! No fee required but any donations received will be used to finance  
further research into Lang Farm Estate.  

Please book by Friday 4th August:      T: 0401 180 092   E: tdhsoc@gmail.com 

mailto:tdhsoc@gmail.com

