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MEETING TIMES 

Monthly meetings featur ing 

a guest speaker are held on the 

4th Friday of each month from 

January until November.  

Where: In the meeting room 
at the Toowong BCC  

Library located on the third 

floor of Toowong Village, 

Sherwood Rd, Toowong. 

Time: commencing at 

9.30am till 11.30am.  

Morning tea to follow. 

Visitors welcome  

CONTACT DETAILS: 
c/-of Secretary, PO Box 187  

Toowong BC, Toowong Q 4066   

Tel: 04011800921 

tdhsoc@gmail.com 

toowonghistory.org.au  

From the President… 
The much awaited centenary of the landing 

on Gallipoli is to be commemorated this 

Saturday, 25th April. It will be a full day for 

all who are interested in this aspect of 

Australian heritage. 

I am sure we will all look forward to the 

coverage of the Dawn Service to be held at 

Anzac Cove, Gallipoli. Also, we have seen 
on television during the week the departure 

of the ANZAC widows who will attend it as 

special guests.  

From the projected numbers of Australians 
intending to attend an Anzac Day service 

somewhere, it would be correct to surmise 

that Australians do indeed regard the day as a 

very special day in Australia’s history.  

Some historians have even advanced a 

hypothesis that Gallipoli was the time when 

our nation came of age, a suggestion which is 

currently being much debated in letters to the 

editor of The Courier-Mail this week.  

The build-up and hype to this event has been 

gaining momentum over the past year as 

project organizers have sought and received 

funding to ensure that the centenary is 

appropriately commemorated.  

Meanwhile, a new generation has discovered 

a newfound interest in their family history. 

The ensuring publicity about the forthcoming 

centenary has resulted in the unearthing of 

great human interest stories, which are being 

shared via newspapers and the media. One 

would have had to have had one’s head 

buried in the sand lately to have missed the 

information released about the ANZACS and 

WWI in general. The Courier-Mail has run 

excellent articles about WWI, and in 

particular has featured the stories of people 

involved in it.  

There have been a host of books released 

about the war, and many history societies 

and other institutions have had talks and 

displays on the subject. One aspect being re-

examined was the role played by women in 
supporting the war effort, either by keeping 

the home fires burning or by assisting with 

nursing duties. Television has also been 

active in tapping into the nation-wide interest 

in the ANZAC legend.  

There are many services and marches being 

held in the local area—at Toowong; Bardon; 

Paddington; Ashgrove; Kenmore-Moggill; 

and Indooroopilly. Our Society has been 

invited as official guests to the Toowong 

Dawn Service being organized by the 

Toowong RSL Sub-branch, and will be 

represented by Ruth Sapsford and Elaine 

Machin who will lay a wreath on our behalf. 

As a representative of our society, Leigh 
Chamberlain will read the Act of 

Remembrance at the Citizens Memorial 

Service to be held at 7.30am. at the Ithaca 

War Memorial, Enoggera Terrace, 

Paddington. This ceremony is being 

organized by Dr Steven Miles MP of the Mt 

Coot-tha Electorate Office.  

In a lovely touch, the Toowong RSL Sub-

branch arranged for a mail-out of a 

beautifully printed invitation to all local 

residents to attend the Dawn Service at 

Toowong Memorial Park.   
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Upcoming events  
22nd May: Leigh Chamberlain will speak 

about the story of St Mary’s Home, Too-

wong. An amalgamation of two former insti-

tutions established to assist women in need, 

this Anglican-operated institution is current-

ly upgrading its facilities.  

A topical talk in May, the month in which 

Mothers Day is celebrated, Leigh will exam-

ine how the Anglican Church attempted to 

assist mothers and other women in the past 

who had fallen upon hard times and who 

desperately needed its help.  

7th August: The TDHS has booked a visit to 

the Mercy Heritage Centre for this date. 

Guests are welcome to come along.  

The Mercy Heritage Centre is a social his-

tory museum dedicated to preserving the 

legacy of the Sisters of Mercy Brisbane 

through interactive and educational exhibi-

tions, demonstrations and guided tours as 
well as research projects and publications.  

Situated within historic All Hallows’ Con-

vent and overlooking the Brisbane River 

and Story Bridge, this is a unique cultural 

heritage setting. 

If interested in joining members in this visit, 

please contact the secretary by 24th May.  

Sept 24th: The TDHS is pleased to be asked 

to host the launch of Prof. Peter Roennfeldt’s 

book on acclaimed colonial musician, Mad-

ame Mallalieu, whose residence later became 

a QCWA student hostel until the 1980s.  
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“The ANZACs” 
We recall that day, 

One hundred years ago, 
When the ANZACs hit the beaches 

To fight a foreign foe. 
 

This has gone down in History, 
On April twenty-five, 

With no doubt countless casualities, 
But many did survive. 

 
We honour those who fell, 

When Australia made her name, 
With the last post being played, 

And echoing with fame. 
  Paul W Meyers 
        April, 2015  

Commemorative CityCat and bus designs pay 

tribute to ANZAC heroes 

The Brisbane City Council has marked the com-

memoration of the ANZAC Centenary with the 

launch of distinctive wrap on a bus and CityCat to 

mark the historic event. 

Lord Mayor Graham Quirk said, “The complemen-

tary bus and CityCat liveries were designed to hon-

our the ANZAC spirit in Brisbane and recognise the 

contribution and sacrifice of Australian troops.” 

CityCat Walan depicts a squad of soldiers marching 

to the front as the sun rises, a representation of the 

Rising Sun ANZAC badge and a poppy for remem-

brance, while the bus artwork commemorates James 

and Alexander Patterson from Toowong – eighteen-

year-old twin diggers who served at Gallipoli in 

1915. 

James and Alexander were two of five brothers en-

listed between 1914 and 1918, and served together 

in Gallipoli, sharing the same dugout, and in north-

ern France at Bois-Grenier. James was wounded 

and evacuated on 9 August and Alexander was 

killed during the battle of Mouquet Farm three 

weeks later.  

Alexander Patterson was later awarded the Military 

Medal for ‘conspicuous bravery’ in November 1916 

for his role as Company Runner, running messages 

day and night to Battalion HR, even under heavy 

fire. 

The ANZAC tribute CityCat will be visible along 

the entire ferry route from UQ St Lucia to 

Northshore Hamilton. The ANZAC-wrapped bus 

will service routes in north Brisbane and the city. 

The Patterson family with Lord Mayor Cr Graham Quirk and Toowong Ward Cr Peter Matic at the launch of the design wrapa-

rounds on the CityCat Walan, left, and the BCC north Brisbane and City routes bus.  

QUIRKY CORNER...written by the secretary 

This segment is back-dated to the Queensland State 

election—to the Saturday prior to voting, in fact, 

when I was startled to hear the familiar sound of our 

local postie riding his trusty motorscooter along the 
footpath ON A SATURDAY!! 

Intrigued by this development I raced out to the foot-

path to find out whether Saturday deliveries had 

been re-instated. No such luck, as the postie kindly 

explained. The short notice of the calling of the elec-

tion during high-peak holiday period had created 

such a high demand for postal votes and other elec-

tion–related items as well as the delivery of election-

eering material that the Post Office workers in Too-

wong had been working flat out and a Saturday delivery was necessary.   

When was the last Saturday delivery? “Well”, the postie considered, and couldn’t 

tell me because it has been so long since it happened! The only Saturday deliveries 
he could recall since he started working were those at Christmas when Christmas 

fell on a weekend. Then it was necessary to deliver on a Saturday to ensure Christ-

mas postage was delivered before Christmas.  

Yes, indeed, the occasion was a Red Letter Day, the postie decided. “Make sure 

you tell your friends about it!”, he added smiling before posing happily for a photo 

for the Society to publish in our newsletter, and then riding briskly off to complete 

his round.  


