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MEETING TIMES 

Monthly meetings featur ing a 
guest speaker are held on the 4th 
Friday of each month from Janu-
ary until November.  
Where: In the meeting room at 

the Toowong BCC  
Library located on the third floor 
of Toowong Village, Sherwood 
Rd, Toowong. 
Time: commencing at 9.30am 

till 11.30am.  

Morning tea to follow. 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
c/-of Secretary, PO Box 187  

Toowong BC, Toowong Q 4066   

Tel: 04011800921 

tdhsoc@gmail.com 

toowonghistory.org.au  

Members’ meeting on 24h July 

9.30am-11.30am:  

More than tea and scones: The 

story of the QCWA 

News stories of yesteryear 

Here is a story gleaned from the pages of 

a past newspaper. 

A heavy thunderstorm, accompanied by 
strong gusts of wind and some hailstones, 

burst over the city yesterday afternoon, but 

fortunately, the greatest fury of the storm did 

not affect the more thickly-populated 

districts. In Queen-street the principal effect 

of the storm was the flooding of gutters and 

watertables, about half-an-inch of rain 

falling in a quarter of an hour. The hailstones 

were no larger than marbles, and the wind 

was not exceptionally strong. Far otherwise 

was it at Toowong and Goodna, and possibly 
in other districts outside the city; and it is to 

be feared that the loss occasioned by wind 

and hail will be a serious matter to some 

persons. 

In the Shire of Toowong much of the force 

of the gale was experienced. The principal 

damage done was to the Oddfellows’ Hall, 

which was blown down and became a 

complete wreck. In its fall the building 

struck the side of an adjoining cottage, 

occupied by one of the employees of Messrs. 

Thomas Bryce and Co. The chimney of the 

cottage was knocked down, but the building 

was not damaged much otherwise. A horse, 
the property of Mr. Doherty, had taken 

shelter under the lee of the hall, and when it 

was blown over the poor animal was killed. 

The new Roman Catholic Church was 

almost carried off the piles upon which it is 

built, and it will be a matter of difficulty and 

expense to restore it to the original position. 

In Taringa several houses were partly 

unrooted, and the flats between the railway 

station and the river were for a time 

submerged by the stormwater.  

[From The Brisbane Courier, Tuesday, 28 November 

1893, p. 5. Thank you to Gay Bell for providing this 

research.]  

POSTSCRIPT: The Oddfellows Hall’s property 

was later purchased by the Toowong RSL Sub-
branch. (See building in the photo below.) 
The new Catholic Church referred to was the St 
Michael’s and All Souls’ Catholic Church, which 
was in Holland Street, Toowong. It can also be 
seen in the photo of Jephson Street below.  
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ABOVE: Looking south along Church 
(now Jephson) Street, Toowong from 
Augustus Street (1909). 
To the left on the next corner (Lissner 

Street) is a shop and the Toowong  
Methodist Church.  
The next corner to the right is Maryvale 
Street. Further up on the right (just be-
fore the corner of Jephson Street and 
Sherwood Road) is the Oddfellows’ Hall, 
later owned by the Toowong RSL Sub-
branch.  

The large building seen at the top right is 
the All Saints and Holy Souls, Roman 
Catholic Church, Holland Street, 
Toowong. [JOL 10580.] 

St Michael’s and All Souls’ Catholic Church, Holland Street, 

Toowong. [Courtesy Nell Higgins.] 
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 Upcoming events  

24th July: July Members’ Meeting: 
More than tea and scones: The story of the Queensland Country Women’s Association:  
This presentation tells the story of the Country Women’s Association of Australia (CWA or CWAA), the largest women's or-

ganisation in Australia. Its aims are to improve the conditions for country women and children and to try to make life better  for 

women and their families, especially those women living in rural and remote Australia. The organisation is self-funded, nonpar-
tisan and non-sectarian  

The Queensland Country Women's Association (QCWA) was formed in 1922 as a means of overcoming loneliness, and to im-

prove everyday life for women and their families, especially in rural and remote areas.  

Today the QCWA is opening new branches in response to a renewed interest in its goals and objectives, with three new branch-

es opened this year in Brisbane itself.  

22nd August: International Festival:  

The TDHS will have a stall at the Third International Festival on the above date which will take place at Perrin Park.  

Our stall will feature a historic photograph display of Toowong, and also we will have a display of our books for sale. 

We are looking for volunteers to assist with manning the stall on an hourly basis. 

Please contact the secretary if you can assist.  

28th August: AGM and August Members’ Meeting 
The Society’s AGM will be held on 28th August and will be followed by a presentation by TDHS committee member Lee Bull, 

who will speak upon her book When houses had names: A tribute to Isabel Mary Cribb of Dunmore. 
The book tells the story of Lee’s grandfather, Robert Cribb Junior (1861-1916), his wife, Margaret Eliza McNab (1868-1959), 

and their spinster daughter, Isabel Mary Cribb (1895-1991). The book explores the stories of the 14 children born to Robert and 

Margaret Cribb.  

Lee shared the prestigious Queensland Family History Society award at the Queensland Family History Book Awards presenta-

tion in June with another author for this work. Congratulations to Lee for this achievement. 

24th September: Book Launch  

Madame Mallalieu and the QCWA Hostel for the Conservatorium of Music 
Another date to mark on the calendar is Thursday 24th September when Professor Peter Roennfeldt’s latest publication, Madame 

Mallalieu: An Inspiring Musician and her Legacy for Queensland (CopyRight Publishing) will be launched.  

The book traces not only the career and family history of one of Queensland's most outstanding performers, but also the story of 

the house she built in Toowong, which later became the QCWA's hostel Mallalieu Home. Later known by her second married 

name, Mrs Willmore was a pioneering concert artist, firstly as a pianist; and for two decades up to 1900 also as the colony's 

most eminent female organist.  

Where: BCC Toowong Library  

Time: 5.30pm for 6.00pm start  

All welcome. Wine, cheese and canapes will be served afterwards. Bookings are essential 

Centenary of Anzac Day at Toowong Memorial Park in pictures 

Left: The Soldiers’ Memorial illuminated by 
flood lights recently installed by the Brisbane City 
Council.  

[Photograph provided by Cr Peter Matic.]  

Centre: Wreath laid at Soldiers’ Memorial by Ruth Sapsford on behalf of the 
Toowong and District Historical Society. Right: The Soldiers’ Memorial bathed in 
the warmth of the morning sun on Anzac Day.  

[Photographs provided by Ruth Sapsford.]  


