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Management Committee 

President:  Paul Meyers 

Secretary:  Leigh Chamber -
lain 
Minutes Secretary: 
   Lee Bull (ex-officio)  
Treasurer:  Roger  Harding 

Committee members: 

   Bruce Sinclair 
   Ruth Sapsford  

Guest Speaker Programme:  
   Bruce Sinclair 

Editor of Call of the Koel:  
   Leigh Chamberlain 

Processing Committee:  

Judith Marks; Elaine Machin; 

Leigh Chamberlain; Paul Mey-
ers; Ruth Sapsford; Lee Bull; 
Genean Wildesen; Patricia 

McDevitt; Maris Cox. 

Web Master:  Piotr  Maliecki  

MEETING TIMES 

Monthly meetings featuring a 
guest speaker are held on the 4th 
Friday of each month from Janu-

ary until November.  
Where: In the meeting room at 
the Toowong BCC  
Library located on the third floor 
of Toowong Village, Sherwood 
Rd, Toowong. 
Time: commencing at 9.30am 

till 11.30am.  

Morning tea to follow. 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
c/-of Secretary, PO Box 187  

Toowong BC, Toowong Q 4066   
Tel: 04011800921 

tdhsoc@gmail.com 

toowonghistory.org.au  

Next Members’ meeting features 
the TDHS’s Christmas party on 

27th November 2015 from 9.30am

News stories of yesteryear 
Here are two news stories gleaned from the pages 
of past newspapers: 

Anzac Park, Toowong. 
Some months ago the Toowong Town Council 
purchased from the Toowong Cemetery Trustees a 
piece of land adjoining the Mt. Coot-tha Reserve, 
converted it into a park, and named it Anzac Park. 
Portion of the park, which has an area of 130 acres, 
faces the tramline in Dean-street. Mr. W.T.C. Harding, 
a resident of Toowong, took a keen interest in the park, 
and through his efforts a considerable area has been 
cleared of timber, and, approximately 800 trees and 
palms planted. It is proposed to further beautify the 
park by constructing three dams and several avenues, 
two of the latter to be named Harding and Hiron 
respectively. Yesterday afternoon the mayor (Alderman 
C. Patterson) and aldermen of the Toowong Council, 
and a number of visitors, including Messrs. H. Hamley, 
W.D. Little, and Newman, of the Lands Department 
Estates Improvement Branch, were shown over the 
park by Mr. Harding, who pointed out the work already 
done, and what it was proposed to do. 
The visitors expressed pleasure at what had been 
accomplished, and congratulated Mr. Harding upon his 

efforts.  

From: ‘’The Brisbane Courier’’, 9 December 1916, p.4.  

Additional Information from the TDHS archives:  
Mr W.C. Harding’s residence ‘Goondooran’ was 
situated on the corner of Wool, Terrace and Cross 
Streets, Toowong. In the grounds of his home Mr 
Harding had erected several greenhouses where he 
propagated and nurtured plants that he and his helpers 
subsequently planted in the park.  
It is not certain whether the planned dams mentioned 
in the article above were ever built. However, during 
the term of William Jolly’s mayorship, old-time 
residents recall that during the mid-1920s, a series of 
waterholes were constructed along the creek that ran 
from the Mt Coot-tha foothills through the area. 
Bamboo stands were planted around them for shade 
so that people could picnic beside them. The remnants 

of one of these ponds has become the basis of the Mt 
Coot-tha Garden’s duck pond. Next to the Garden’s 
fence line besides the Western Freeway was a low-
lying area which may have possibly been a second 
such pond or dam. Since the construction of Legacy 
Way Tunnel this area has been added to the Gardens. 
The remnants of a third pond can be discerned along 
the creek in Anzac Park. It too is surrounded by 
bamboo. As children, locals recall skinny-dipping here 
(boys, of course)—and sometimes the Cemetery 
Sexton caught them! In the 1920s, locals residing at Mt 
Coot-tha called the creek Crystal Creek because its 
waters were so clear. It would be nice if the Brisbane 
City Council could re-instate this pond with access via 
a bridge over the creek to the area besides the creek 

and create a picnic area here.   

Mr. W.C. Harding Dies At 70; Noted Solicitor 

The legal profession in Brisbane lost one of its oldest 
members by the death of Mr. W.C. Harding at his home 

in Wool Street, Toowong.  

Mr. Harding was senior partner in the firm of Harding, 

McGregor, and Atthow.  

He was born in Brisbane 70 years ago, and was the 
third son of the late Mr. Justice and Mrs. Harding, of St. 
John’s Wood, Ashgrove. He was educated at the 
Brisbane Grammar School, and was articled to the late 

Mr. Graham Lloyd Hart in 1897. 

Mr. Harding was a keen horticulturist, and his garden in 
Toowong was greatly admired. He was also a collector 
of stamps, butterflies, and shells, and several years 
ago his collection of Commonwealth stamps was 
borrowed by the Government to be copied for King 

George V.  

Taking a lively interest in the affairs of Toowong, he 
was a member of the old Toowong Town Council. 
During the Great War he did a great deal of work for 
soldiers, and was responsible for the establishment of 
Anzac Park, Toowong, where he planted and tended a 

large number of trees in memory of soldiers. 

Mr. Harding's wife, who was a niece of Lord Charles 
Beresford, died three years ago. He was survived by 
one daughter, Mrs. C.F. Duncombe, of Marie Downs, 
Roma, and had two brothers and six sisters living. The 
brothers are Messrs. G.R. Harding (Toowong), and 
W.T.A. Harding (Cooyar), and the sisters were 
Mesdames E. Riley (Sydney), W.F. Wilson (Toowong), 
M. McDonald (Toowong), H. Leslie (Sydney), W.J. 

Doak (Toowong) and R. Hood (Murrarie).  

From: “The Courier-Mail’’, 23 May 1939, p.2. 
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Photo of Anzac Park taken in 1967 showing rows of 

trees, thought to be part of the 1918 memorial plant-

ings. (Brisbane City Council Park History Files). 

‘Goondooran’  



2 

 Members’ News 

AGM:  

The TDHS’s AGM was held on the 28 August 2015. There being no other 
nominations for office bearers, last year’s management committee mem-
bers re-nominated, and were thus elected unopposed. Former minutes 
secretary Lee Bull kindly agreed to assist again with recording our Socie-
ty’s minutes  in 2015-16. We thank Lee for this commitment as we are 
aware that she has a considerable distance to travel to attend manage-

ment committee meetings. 

It would be timely to point out to members at this juncture that many of 
the committee have served faithfully for a considerable length of time, 
and eventually, our members need to give some thought to leadership 
succession. A current topic of concern for all community organizations is 
that of shrinking membership. Members move out of the area, sometimes 
to overseas locations, and older members either become too frail or sick 
to continue with their memberships. Of course, death also depletes mem-
bership ranks. Another consideration is the need to prepare for the hand-
over to the next generation. So the management committee asks mem-
bers to assist with member recruitment and to promote our Society and its 
goals and activities to any younger people who express an interest in local 
community and family history so that we can build a pool of younger histori-

ans to take our Society into the future. 

Having said this, we have welcomed several new members this year to swell 
our numbers, and we are aware that a few of these new folk have been re-
cruited by our members! So thank you for helping to build our Society’s num-

bers.  

Book launch:  

On the 24th of September, the Society was proud to host the launch by Prof. 
Kay Ferres at Toowong Library of Professor Peter Roennfeldt’s latest publi-
cation, Madame Mallalieu: An Inspiring Musician and her Legacy for Queens-
land. The book traces not only the career and family history of one of 

Queensland's most outstanding performers, but also the story of the house 
she built in Toowong, which later became the QCWA's hostel Mallalieu 
Home. Later known by her second married name, Mrs Willmore was a pio-
neering concert artist, firstly as a pianist; and for two decades up to 1900 also 
as the colony's most eminent female organist. The evening was most suc-

cessful, with approximately 120 people attending..  

The Society would like to extend a thankyou to the QCWA Oxley Branch who 
assisted with catering, and to Lily, Beth and John McRoberts of CopyRight 
Publishing who assisted with book sales and handing out the nametags, and 

who provided the wine and fruit juice.  

We are indebted also to the Toowong Library staff who accepted RSVPs, set 
up the furniture and vacated their staff kitchenette and refrigerator for the 
CWA ladies who used these facilities for food preparation. The food was so 
well-received that the plates set aside for the library staff to enjoy went and 

just half a sandwich was left for them to share. 
The staff took this in good spirit, but after our 
October meeting we sent over to the library 
counter a selection of delectable items from the 
morning tea that Judith Marks and Elaine 
Machin have always prepared for our members’ 
meetings for the library staff to enjoy, and we 
hope that this compensated for missing out at 

the book launch! A big thankyou to them all.  

Prof. Roennfeldt presented five copies of his 
previous book titled Northern Lyrebird: The 
Contribution to Queensland Music by its Con-
servatorium 1957-2007 to the Society, with the 
suggestion that we offer them for sale at 

$20.00.  

If anyone would like to purchase a copy, these 

will be available at the next monthly meeting.  

Publisher John McRoberts (left); Prof. Kay Ferres and Prof. Peter Roennfeldt 

Above and below left and centre: Guests listening to the proceedings 
To right: Prof. Peter Roennfeldt signing a copy of his book. 
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Toowong Bridge Club 50th Anniversary  

Congratulations to the Toowong Bridge Club (TBC) which celebrated its 50th 
year of operations (1965-2015) at its premises 
at 22 Roy Street, Auchenflower Park on Sat-

urday morning, 10th October, 2015.  

Many members turned out for the morning’s 
formalities, with the attendance estimated at 
well over 100 people. Appropriately, a session 
of bridge followed the serving of morning tea, 

starting at 1.00pm.  

Club President Margaret Prentice (pictured, 
right) introduced Peter Althaus who acted as 
the Master of Ceremonies. Peter, an early 
member of TBC who had served on the build-
ing sub-committee, paid tribute to past presi-
dents and life members of the club, and then 
invited Larry Moses, who was a past presi-
dent of TBC, to take the microphone to speak 

upon the club’s history.  

Among the special guests present was Denver Beanland who spoke about 
the lengthy process of convincing the Brisbane City Council to grant the club 
a lease for their premises, and how this was finally achieved. Other special 
guests were Cr Peter Matic (who provided the raffle prize) and former Too-
wong Ward councillor June O’Connell. Former President (1982-88) and Hon-
orary Life Member Ross Dick spoke upon the building of the new clubhouse. 
Margaret Prentice invited all past presidents and life members to join her at 
the microphone, whereupon she asked Lorraine Fredericks to cut the cele-
bratory cake. Cr Peter Matic was invited to draw the raffle, and then Vice-
president Anne Griffin delivered a vote of thanks to present and past volun-
teers for their unstinting and selfless work in the past to build the club. Morn-

ing tea followed the formalities.  

I would like to thank Toowong Bridge Club’s vice-president Anne Griffin, who 
is also a new member of our Society, for inviting me to the celebration as her 

guest.  

The Toowong Bridge Club published a comprehensive history of the club 
titled Tricks and Trumps Toowong Bridge Club 1965-2015. This was written 
by well-known local historian Helen Gregory, who was also present as a 
special guest. The book can be purchased through the Toowong Bridge 

Club’s website.  

Anne Griffin purchased a copy of the book which she has presented to our 

Society. Thank you Anne for this gesture.  

Following is a brief outline of the Club’s history which has been extracted 

from the above publication:  

The Toowong Bridge Club was formed on 11 October 1965 at the Toowong 
RSL Sub-branch hall which stood next to the BP Garage on the corner of 
Jephson and Sherwood Road, Toowong. There were a few issues with the 
Club’s accommodation at the RSL Hall so the Club decided to move on. 
Consequently, in December 1973 the club relocated to the Protestant Alli-
ance Friendly Society (PAFS) building at 13 Railway Terrace, Milton. The 
move allowed improved accommodation, and a period of growth and consoli-
dation occurred, with a growth in membership. However, as the PAFS grew, 

insecurity of tenure became an issue, so the Club sought new premises.  

In April 1976 the Club began a quest to lease Brisbane City Council land for 
premises. Local BCC councillor Denver Beanland was asked for assistance, 
but his preliminary efforts were in vain because, alas, playing bridge was not 
seen by the then BCC administration as a suitable activity to qualify for being 
granted a Council lease. It appears that the playing of bridge was seen as “an 
association of the affluent”, particularly of “wealthy widows”. Meanwhile, the 
PAFS indicated it wanted exclusive use of its function room, so the matter of 
finding suitable accommodation became urgent. After searching for a year, 
the Club relocated on 1 March 1986 to the Serbian Orthodox Hall in Bayliss 
Street, Auchenflower. These premises had the advantage of being the Club’s 
own space and the tables and chairs could be left in place from one session 

to the next.  

Membership continued to grow; beginners classes held on Monday nights 
and Tuesdays mornings; more sessions were introduced; and Melbourne 
Cup parties introduced. By 1986 the Council agreed to lease land in Dunmore 
Park for twenty years at a rental of $480.00per annum, on condition that a 
building costing not less than $50,000 was constructed in the site. Denver 
Beanland was again supportive. By this time he had switched to state politics 
as the member for Toowong (1986-1992) and he was responsible for obtain-

ing a State Government grant for the building of the clubhouse.  

Despite actively fundraising and using other avenues to raise monies, it was 
necessary to obtain the rest of the required funds by arranging various loans 
before arrangements to start construction could proceed. Efforts were suc-
cessful, and the opening ceremony for the new clubhouse was held on Fri-

day, 29 August 1989.  

                                                                              Written by Leigh Chamberlain 

Above: Flanked by past presidents and honorary life members, Lorraine Fredericks 

cuts the celebratory cake. [Photograph kindly provided by Margaret Prentice.] 

Below: A view of club members who attended the celebrations  

Above left: Vice president Anne Griffin; above right: Former councillor for Too-
wong Ward and former Attorney-General Denver Beanland with Cr Peter Matic, 

Toowong Ward . Below left: Past president Larry Moses; right: MC and former 

member of the Building Subcommittee Peter Althaus. 



4 

Donations to the TDHS’s Archives 

The Society has been fortunate to be the recipient of several donations of 

books, which have been added to the files. 

From the BBC’s Old Collegians 
Ken Gold of the Old Collegians Association of Brisbane Boys College has 
arranged for the presentation of two books. These are titled Gentleman of 
Honour A History of Brisbane Boys College 1902-2002 and For the Good of 
the Community: 75 years of Presbyterian and Methodist Governance in Edu-
cation in Queensland. Both these books have been written by Noel Quirke.  

Ken attended the Society’s AGM in August for the purpose of making the 
presentation, and he reported that he enjoyed catching up with those of our 
members who were ‘’Old Collegians”.  

Between them, the books provide a full and comprehensive history of Bris-
bane Boys College, and provide an informative addition to our archives. 
Thank you to Ken for organising this generous gift.  

The story of the Markwell family 

We thank TDHS member Trisha McDevitt for her generous donation of a book 
titled A Family, Their Businesses, Their Houses: The Perry Family of Bris-
bane, written by Lorraine Cazzalar and published posthumously by the 
Queensland Women’s Historical Association.  
Trisha considered the book essential for our files as it gives background infor-
mation on Leila Elizabeth Markwell, daughter of John Markwell of Moorlands 
Villa, Auchenflower. Leila married Herbert F. Perry, son of Brisbane ironmon-
ger and businessman William Perry, on 29 September 1885.  

Trick & Trumps: Toowong Bridge Club (1965-2015) 

Already mentioned in the article on the Toowong Bridge Club’s 50th anniver-
sary is this generous donation of the above title written by Helen Gregory. It 
was given to our archives by our newest member, Anne Griffin, vice-president 
of the Bridge Club. On behalf of the Society, I would like to take the opportuni-
ty to thank Anne for this donation. Again it fills a gap in the Society’s record of 
local community organisations. It is a very detailed history which has been 
drawn from the Bridge Club’s extensive archives, and is invaluable in under-
standing the history of this organisation.  

History of the Conservatorium of Music 

Prof. Roennfeldt has presented the Society with 5 copies of his previous book 
Northern Lyrebird: The Contribution to Queensland Music by its Conservatori-
um 1957-2007. One copy has been set aside to be added to the Society’s 
files, and one sold on the night of the book launch, so there are three left 
available for purchase. Be quick—at the bargain price of $20.00, they won’t 
last long! 
If anyone would like to purchase a copy, these will be available at the next 
monthly meeting.  

Framed photograph of Richard Cottell  

The society has received a beautifully framed photograph (shown at top of the 
right-hand column) of former Toowong mayor Richard John Cottell (1865-
1911) which has been donated by Mrs Shirley Briggs of Victoria .  
The photograph’s subject matter shows Mr Cottell with a 294lbs groper he 
had caught with a Mr A.E. Dodds on the Reef Breakwater, Southport on 2nd 
April, 1907 during a fishing competition. Mrs Briggs wrote that she cannot add 
much to the story of the Cottel family except to explain, ‘Lorna married my 
grandpa on 3.3.1951. He was Alfred Milne Stewart (born 23.3.1883) and died 
18.2.1952, so theirs was not a very long marriage.’  
Lorna Cottell has been remembered in reminiscences provided by Mrs Mar-
garet Pearson. Mrs Pearson’s parents, Mr and Mrs Holland, lived next door to 
Mrs Cottel, who by this time was widowed, and Mrs Holland was a close 
friend of Mrs Cottel.  
Margaret Pearson recalls that Lorna was an artist. In fact, Mrs Briggs owns 
two of Lorna’s paintings, and kindly provided photos of these. These were 
bought for Mrs Briggs by her mother at an art exhibition in 1982. One features 
Magnetic Island and the other, Collins Street, Melbourne.  
Richard Cottell served as mayor in 1909, and represented Toowong South 
Ward from 6 January 1904 to 30 August 1911. He was also Assistant Super-
intendent with the Toowong Volunteer Fire Brigade, and received Life Mem-
bership of this organisation in 1895. His funeral was attended by many promi-
nent Toowong gentlemen, including Aldermen William Land, William Strick-
land, John Hiron, Charles F. Siemon and John F. Bergin.  

Richard Cottell’s biography is featured in Melva A Welsh’s book Cradle to 
Grave Toowong Council published by our Society in 2013. You can read 
about all those who served on the Toowong Shire and Town Council in this 
publication which is available for purchase at our general monthly meetings.  

TDHS CHRISTMAS  
You are invited to join the management committee and members at the  
TDHS’s Christmas party which will be held at the Toowong BCC Library on 

Friday, 27th November commencing at 9.30am.  

A DVD featuring episode 3 of the feature film Norfolk Island: Kingston & Ar-
thur Vale Historic Area will be screened. The subject matter tells the story of 
the Pitcairners, descendants of the ‘Bounty’ Mutineers, and their arrival upon 

Norfolk Island at the invitation of Queen Victoria.  

On the 3rd of May, 1856 the entire Pitcairn community of 194 persons sailed 
from Pitcairn Island for Norfolk in the Morayshire. After a miserable trip of 
3,700 miles, during which virtually the entire ship's complement was hideously 
sea-sick for the entire five weeks, the Morayshire arrived at Norfolk Island on 
8th June, 1856. Even today the descendants of the Pitcairners share only a 
few family names: Adams, Christian, McCoy, Quintal and Young are the 
"Bounty names"; Buffett, Evans and Nobbs are the "Pitcairn names"; and 
Blucher, Bataille, Robinson, Snell, Rossiter and Bailey are among the "Norfolk 
names".  
For those interested in genealogy and family history this film of the stories of 
the Pitcairners are a must-s 

Members and guests will be asked to share reminiscences of:  

 what they and their family did during the Christmas break.   

 a Christmas that they particularly remember  

 or perhaps of a family holiday over the summer that they as a child 
particularly remember.  

So please remember to bring along your reminiscences to share.  

A Christmas-themed morning tea will be served afterwards. 

For inquiries, RSVP and apologies see contact details on page 1.  

Above: Former mayor of Toowong, Richard John Cottel  
Below: Paintings by Mrs Lorna Stewart nèe Cottel feature Magnetic Island 

(left) and Collins Street, Melbourne (right).  


