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MEETING TIMES 

Monthly meetings featuring a 
guest speaker are held on the 4th 

Friday of each month from Janu-
ary until November.  
Where: In the meeting room at 
the Toowong BCC  
Library located on the third floor 
of Toowong Village, Sherwood 
Rd, Toowong. 
Time: commencing at 9.30am 

till 11.30am.  

Morning tea to follow. 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
c/-of Secretary, PO Box 187  

Toowong BC, Toowong Q 4066   
Tel: 04011800921 

tdhsoc@gmail.com 

toowonghistory.org.au  
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Newsletter of the Toowong and District Historical Society Inc.  

From the president… 
Welcome to this edition of Call of the Koel, the newsletter of the Toowong and District 
Historical Society. This is the first newsletter for 2016, and is the first of three newsletter 
that the TDHS plan to produce this year. I would like to take the opportunity of thanking 
Leigh Chamberlain, the newsletter’s editor, for her efforts.  

As you may have noticed, our Society is a local community history group, which is small 
in number, and is one which is especially valued by its members for its friendliness.  

When the Society first formed in 2003, its membership numbered over 60. The majority 
of our members then consisted of Toowong’s elderly residents, aged mid-seventies and 
over, and who rallied to support the formation of a history society.  

Reminiscences were what these members were particularly interested in, and many of 
these folk volunteered to be interviewed as part of the Society’s oral interviewing project, 
which collected reminiscences and family histories of Toowong residents. To date, four 
volumes of such reminiscences have been published.  

As time passed we noticed a change in the demographics of the Society’s membership, 
a change which reflected a similar change in the suburb itself. As many of these more 
elderly members aged, they felt that they were not able to continue living in the family 
home, and moved out of the district to downsize into retirement homes. Of those who 
did not leave the district, many no longer wanted to attend meetings held at night, so in 
about 2008-9, our Society switched to daytime meetings, and shifted our venue to that 
of the Toowong Library, which is easily accessible by public transport. Sadly, there were 
times when our Members’ News segment at the monthly meetings featured yet another 
death and funeral notice, and we said the final goodbye to yet again another member.  

Now, however, our Society’s membership is entering a new phase. Our newer members 
are just that little bit younger, and we are finding that they are not interested so much in 
listening to reminiscences and catching up with former school mates and childhood 
friends from 60 plus years ago, but in the story of their street and the history of their 
house. These new members are in some cases, but not all, newcomers to the suburb, 
and are interested in learning about aspects of the story of Toowong. Others are re-
searching their family history, and are pleased to be able to tap into the reminiscences 
that our foundation members recorded had recorded. 

Thus, in the latter half of last year, the TDHS signed up many new members, and as of 
December last year, our membership now numbers 30, a milestone our committee feels 
is worthy of celebration.  

So if you are a new member since the Society’s AGM, which was held in August last 
year, I extend a warm welcome to you on behalf of the membership, and I hope you 
enjoy the time that you spend with our Society.  

       By Paul Meyers 

Members’ Monthly Meeting on Friday, 22nd April 
Guest speaker Peter Nicol will speak upon the topic, ‘A history of the honour of a medal’.  

As Commissionaire (2882) of the Corps of Commissionaires and National Medals P/L, Peter is 

well qualified to speak upon this topic.  

So, if you have a family member who is a recipient of a medal, or you are just interested in learn-
ing about various aspects of history, then come along and find out more about the subject of 
medals.  
Peter Nicol will draw on his extensive knowledge of some of the country’s most famous military 
medals, and also some civilian equivalent medals such as the George Cross, to explain their dif-

ferences and to illuminate their origins.  

He will also discuss issues within the Commonwealth; and also explain how and why since Sep-

tember 1993 Australia is now regarded by Britain as coming under the category of foreign 

medals.  

Time: 9.30 am. till 12.00am.  

Where: Toowong BCC Library, Top floor, Toowong Village, 9 Sherwood Rd, Toowong.  

Please stay afterwards and join our members for morning tea afterwards.  

April Meeting 

22nd April 2016  

A history of the honour of 

a medal  
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At our most recent monthly meeting held on Friday, 26 Feb-
ruary featured we were joined by Andrew Gildea, founder of 
the Global Social History Project and the website, 
www.finderscafe.com. Andrew presented the Finders 
Cafe concept and then went onto demonstrate the unique 
benefits the website has to offer those interested in preserv-
ing and protecting their valued family history. 
The audience was asked to consider all those artefacts and 
photos buried in bottom drawers and boxes across the world 
and to consider the Finders Cafe methodology to catalogue 
and share the millions of artefacts waiting to be protected 
and then found by others. 
The Finders Cafe website, was created as a research tool 
that links the vital information of an artefact or old photo-
graph, through its unique relationships to another object or 
person. 
The methodology creates an environment of accountability 
and so reduces unfounded family history claims often en-
countered on the internet. 
finderscafe.com can be used for free and when artefacts 
are tagged with genealogical relationships, it will help us all 
find our misplaced historical artefacts wherever they might 
be in the world.  
For further information or to arrange a group workshop 
please visit the website or contact info@finderscafe.com  
“By us collectively sharing an image on the website, you may 
find an image… One uploaded image is all it takes...” 
Those members who attended were very interested in the 
concept underlying Finders’ Café and many stayed on to 
chat with Andrew after the talk.  

Finders Café—It’s the relationships that help you find your Jane Smith 

Sad death of world-reknowned architect  
On 5th April, 2016 local developer Sunland (builder of the Grace on Coronation project on the former ABC site ) announced 
the sad death in the previous week of British architect Dame Zaha Mohammad Hadid. Ms Hadid has also worked upon Sun-
land’s The Mariner twin tower project on the Gold Coast. Dame Hadid was born on 31 October 1950 and died on March 31st, 
2016.  
Dame Hadid has several high-profile projects to her name including the London Aquatics Centre for the 2012 Olympic Games, 
the Guangzhou Opera House in China, and the Italian National Museum of 21st Century Art in Rome. In 2004 she became the 
first woman to win the Pritzker Architecture Prize, the profession’s equivalent of the Nobel Prize.  

Guest speaker organiser presents Andrew Gildea 
with a TDHS publication as a thankyou for speaking 

to our members 

Endrim: Joseph Stillman 

Badger’s former residence  
Known as ‘Boss’ Badger, JS Badger was 
the Manager, then General Manager and 
ultimately Managing Director of the Bris-
bane Tramway Company. One of the res-
idences occupied by Badger over his 
lengthy period of stay in Brisbane was 
that of ‘Endrim’, situated in Sherwood 
Road, Toowong. ‘Endrim’ was a name for 
the house conferred by a later owner.  
‘Endrim’ was opened for inspection last 
year when the property was offered for 
sale by auction. The following photos 

were taken by Christopher Sapsford with 
the permission of the real estate agent 
conducting the sale.  
Of particular interest is the photo of the 
bearers under the house—which consist 
of tram tracks. (See photo, below right.) 
The property’s title deeds reveals that the 
property was purchased by the Brisbane 
Tramway Company and is listed in the 
names of the company’s directors, indi-
cating that Badger’s salary package in-
cluded his residence. Certainly, Badger 
had a say in the design of the house as 
the building is of an early American Colo-
nial-style of architecture.  


