Call of the Koel

22 July 2016
February
2013

Newsletter of the Toowong and District Historical Society Inc.
Editorial…

Management Committee
President: Paul Meyer s
Secretary:
Leigh Chamberlain
Minutes Secretary:
Lee Bull (ex-officio)
Treasurer (Acting):
Bruce Sinclair
Committee members:
Bruce Sinclair
Ruth Sapsford
Genean Wildeisen
Guest Speaker Programme:
Bruce Sinclair & Genean
Wildeisen
Editor of Call of the Koel:
Leigh Chamberlain
Web Master: Piotr Maliecki

MEETING TIMES
Monthly meetings featur ing a
guest speaker are held on the
4th Friday of each month from
January until November.
Where: In the meeting r oom
at the Toowong BCC Library,
(Third floor, Toowong Village,
Sherwood Rd, Toowong.
Time: 9.30am—11.30am.
Followed by morning

CONTACT DETAILS:
c/-of Secretary
PO Box 187 Toowong BC,
Ebor Lane,
Toowong Q 4066
Tel: 04011800921
tdhsoc@gmail.com
toowonghistory.org.au

July Meeting
Friday, 22nd July 2016

History of Kenmore
Presented by Judy Magub
See article to right for details

The TDHS is pleased to present this edition of Call of the Koel, the newsletter of the Toowong and District Historical Society. This is the second edition for this year.
Last month, it was our sad duty to inform our members of the death of our long-serving
treasurer Roger Harding on the 30th May. Our sympathies go to Roger’s widow Adrienne
and his family.
While we all knew him as ‘’Roger’’, Roger’s name was actually George Rogers Harding,
and he was the sixth in his direct line to be so named.
Roger was a foundation member of the Toowong and District Historical Society. In 2003,
as a member of an 8-person steering committee, he assisted with the writing of the Society’s constitution and the process of incorporating the Society.
Roger brought to our organisation a wealth of experience that he had gained during a lifetime of working in the corporate world. Over the years our Society completed many projects. When deciding which projects to undertake, we were guided by our treasurer who
would ask: will the project earn us money, add to our profile or gain us new members?
There was also another question which he usually asked, and this was, ‘’The bottom line
is: how much will it cost?’’ By addressing these common sense criteria Roger ably steered
our Society to financial soundness. While he was treasurer the Society published 12 books
and a short film on DVD. Thus his legacy to the Society is the fact that he left our finances
in perfect order, and we have ample funds at our disposal to meet both our present and
future needs.
In 2014 Roger was nominated for a Volunteer Award, and received this at a morning tea
held by the then Member for Mt Coot-tha Saxon Rice held to celebrate 25 years of National Volunteering Week.
The Society received many messages of condolences. Among them was one from Lord
Mayor Graham Quirk. This has been forwarded to Roger’s family.
On behalf of our members the Society arranged for a wreath to be sent to Roger’s funeral,
which was attended by several members of the management committee. As Roger had
filled his retirement days by becoming involved in several community organisations, often
taking a leadership role in these, as to be expected the funeral was well attended.
On behalf of our members I wish to say to Roger, ‘’Thank you for your generous support of
the TDHS, and for your hard work. Rest in peace! We, your friends at TDHS, will miss you
greatly.’’
Roger’s family has kindly provided our Society with a biography of Roger, and this has
been included on page 2.
Financial arrangements for the future...
Our Society’s AGM is coming up next month, and nominations for treasurer will be called.
Until then Bernie Kunkel has agreed to assist the Society at our members’ meetings with
accepting monies and writing receipts, while Bruce Sinclair offered to be acting treasurer.
In the meantime Bruce will continue in his role as guest speaker programme organiser.
Genean Wildeisen has kindly filled the committee vacancy, and will continue to assist
Bruce with the guest speaker’s programme.

Upcoming Events
Friday, 22nd July: History of Kenmore
At our July Members’ Monthly Meeting the guest speaker
will be Judy Magub. Judy will speak upon the story of the
settlement of Kenmore and its surrounding districts, from
early timber logging through farming to residential development.

Friday, 26th August:
Mark this date on your calendar as it is the Society’s
AGM.
A programme of interesting historic items will follow.
More details to be announced closer to the date.
A view of Kenmore that has since
Arrangements for the TDHS’s monthly meetings are:
vanished — note the motorcycles
FROM: 9.30 am. till 12.00am.
WHERE: Toowong BCC Libr ar y, Top floor , Toowong Village, 9 Sherwood Rd, Toowong.

Please stay afterwards and join our members for morning tea afterwards.
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Biography – Roger Harding
(11.08.1936–30.05.2016)
Roger started out life in Toowong and over time would always
return to the same part of Brisbane. He was an only child and
lost his father when he was just 15 months old. He was raised
by his mother Clarice in a grand old house at Toowong.
After enjoying primary school at Ironside State School, he
was sent off to boarding school at The Southport School due
to Clarice getting a promotion in her nursing career. By 1951
he was back in Brisbane to attend the school that would always be closest to his heart, Brisbane Boys College or BBC.
Roger was convinced that one way to ensure you did not get
picked on by older boys at school was to play as hard as possible at any kind of sport. In 1954 one of his proudest
achievements was being part of the only First XV GPS Premiership winning rugby team in BBC’s history, coached by Mr
Graham Thomson, later to become the long serving headmaster of BBC. Roger, as that team’s hooker, forged an inner
toughness that stood him well over the journey that was to
follow.
By the end of school, Roger had leaned towards a career in
accounting and finance which meant a fun filled undergraduate degree in Commerce at the University of Queensland at
St Lucia. In reality it is believed he chose this path to ensure
good job prospects and to be able to be confident he could
look after the family he was soon to have. This was a key
aspect of Roger’s character given some of the uncertainties
during his own upbringing.
Roger loved his work life which all began with his first graduate role out of University in Newcastle with BHP the “big Australian” which became a mainstay of his and has family’s life.
Roger met Adrienne Larke in the early 60’s and they were
married on the 24th August 1963.
They ventured far and wide together starting in Wollongong
where his first two sons Kip & Jason were born in 1965 & ’67
respectively.
With promotion came their first family stint in Brisbane, living
at St Lucia and where his third son Shane was born in 1972.
15 months later would see another promotion and transfer to
Tokyo for five fantastic years living abroad with his young
family.
Roger immersed himself in the international business world
and ensured his family were exposed to the local way of life.
This time also gave Roger a bird’s eye view of the major global engine room of the time in Japan ,which we believe led to
later decisions to exit the steel side of BHP and move to the
more dynamic world of coal.

After Japan, Roger brought the family back to Brisbane for
their second stint in 1979.
Roger, having witnessed the gradual demise of steelmaking
in Australia, took an option in the mid-1980’s to move across
to the newly acquired Utah Coal. His knowledge and passion
for the industry were second to none.
These were Roger’s fondest years at work. Marketing coal to
the world meant regular international travel to such strange
and fascinating countries such as Iran, Romania, Brazil and
India to name just a few.
Away from work, Roger loved to build bbq’s with great slabs
of BHP steel and a mountain of bricks that still stand proud
today. He would scoff at gas bbq’s and would relish any opportunity to light the wood with flame and cook meat on his
old fashioned hand-built open fire bbq’s. Sausages always
tasted better on Roger’s bbq’s and they were his pride and
joy.
Roger then went through that transition point called retirement, which we doubt he ever expected would come after 40
years with BHP. This left him with that unimaginable idea of
free time and we expect it took him longer than he let on to us
that it was a difficult adjustment for him.
Like many retirees he cast about for recreational pursuits and
some consulting type work which filled the void to a point.
As Adrienne had proven to be a very good golfer, he wisely
chose lawn bowls as his preferred sporting activity. He enjoyed the comradery at the Jindalee Bowls Club, which was
one of his first ventures outside of the world of BHP.
He joined Rotary and assisted a number of Indian companies
seeking a position in the local coal industry.
However, it was only in the last 10 years or so that he really
got into the swing of post-working life by again getting involved in a few of his passions, particularly the activities with
Men’s Shed in Kenmore, the Toowong and District Historical
Society and the lineage of the Harding family, particularly the
tracing of all of the George Rogers Hardings back to No 1 in
the UK in 1811. (Note: Roger is formally George Rogers Harding VI.)
We hope that everyone who encountered Roger can appreciate what a generous and engaging man he was, full of compassion for those who chose to stop and share their thoughts
with him.
Rest in peace Roger, you will be sorely missed.
Thank you to Roger’s son, Shane Harding for providing this
biography.

Roger attends a TDHS management committee meeting in July, 2013.
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ANZAC DAY
This year, Anzac Day fell on the Monday after the Society’s
April monthly members’ meeting, and therefore a report about
it was not included in the April newsletter.
Our Society accepted an invitation from the Toowong RSL Sub
-branch to officially participate in the Dawn Service that they
hosted on the summit of the hill in Toowong Memorial Park at
the Soldiers’ Monument.
Ruth Sapsford and Leigh Chamberlain represented the Society at the ceremony. Our Society arranged for a wreath to be
placed at the Monument, and this was laid by Leigh.
Volunteers efficiently assisted with directing cars to carpark
spaces on the flats of the park. As attendees arrived, Boy
Scouts and Girl Guides handed out electronic candles to enable people to see their way up the pathways to the summit
where the ceremony would be held. Golf buggies were available for those less physically mobile.

Many people arrived early and took advantage of the pre-dawn
darkness to sit tranquilly and enjoy the peace and quiet that
pervaded the park. Just before the sun peeped above the horizon, the ceremony commenced. While the humans present
pondered the waste of life due to war, the occasion’s solemnity
was enhanced by the occasional movement of night birds and
the odd bat wending their way home to roosting places. As the
sun rose, these night creatures were replaced by a gradual
rise in the volume of the dawn chorus as birds sought out
breakfast.
As one sat in the peace of the breaking dawn, one was able to
appreciate more fully the ultimate sacrifice made by those who
gave their lives in WWI and other wars.
Among those members of the public who attended was TDHS
member Bernie Kunkel. Thank you to Bernie Kunkel for supporting our Society on this occasion.

From left: The moon setting in the pre-dawn sky above the Soldier’s Monument at Toowong Memorial Park, Anzac Day Dawn Service
2016; Toowong RSL sub-branch president Kerry Gallagher commences the Anzac Day service; Wreaths laid at the base of the memorial

Above from left: Wreath laid by the Toowong and District Historical Society; Attendees making their way down the pathway from the
summit of the hill to where a gunfire breakfast was served on the oval by Wests Rugby Club.
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2016 Queensland Day Volunteer Award
In 2016 Queensland commemorated Queensland Week (from Saturday 4 to Sunday 12 June) by holding celebrations across
the State to honour and recognise the State’s history, culture, people and achievements. As part of these commemorations
volunteer awards were presented to recognize the valuable work of volunteers. In the electorate of Mt Coot-tha the awards
were presented by the Mt Coot-tha Member for parliament Dr Steven Miles MP, Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection, and Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef. One of the awardees was TDHS president Paul Meyers. The
presentation ceremony was held at the Mt Coot-tha Electorate office, Milton Road Toowong, with morning tea following the
formalities.
The citation read:
Paul Meyers is currently the president of the Toowong and District Society Inc. He joined the TDHS in 2005, and was appointed as president by the management committee shortly afterwards when the position fell vacant. He has been elected president
ever since, for a period of 11 years. He is rarely absent, except through illness.
One of the features of Paul’s chairmanship of our members’ meetings was that Paul researched out interesting and relevant
facts to tell the members about, whether it be an anniversary of an event or some quirky but little known happening.
Under his leadership the TDHS continued its active publishing programme, and five books were released. Also a short film
titled Toby the Dog Postman was produced while Paul was president. Paul was always supportive of other activities held by
the management committee.
I am sure all our members will join me to congratulate Paul on receiving this award. It is well-deserved!! Well done, Paul.
Photos from left below: Paul receiving a Queensland Day Volunteer Award from Mt Coot-tha Electorate Member of Parliament Dr Steven
Miles; Paul displays his award for the camera.

St Ignatius turns 100 this month...
In July St Ignatius Parish, Toowong is commemorating 100 years since it was formed by the Irish Jesuit Mission.
The priest responsible for this action was Fr John Ryan SJ. Father Ryan was acting superior of the mission from 1894-95, and
superior from 1901-08 and 1913-17. The mission faced many problems towards the end of the 19th century, and Ryan is accredited with rescuing the mission from ‘the moribund state into which it was sinking”. Among the issues were the fact that
many of the local priests were from the first intake to arrive earlier in the century and were aging, infirm or had retired. Younger
priests who arrived from Ireland were suffering from tuberculosis, and had probably been sent here to a climate thought to be
more conducive to the disease. These men were not well enough to take on the responsibilities that they were expected to
shoulder. Local priest training intakes were falling as well. Overall, the general finances of the mission was approaching bankruptcy, with some of the schools founded by the mission being in danger of closing. Ryan worked very hard to turn the situation
around. A tribute published in the 2015 Jesuit Companions Sesquicentenary Commemorative Edition (p.7) stated: “He was a
great man and in some ways saved the Australian Jesuit enterprise.”
Celebrations included the holding of two centenary concerts, with the second one held this week on 17th of July. A wine tasting
was held on 19th July in the Horstmann Room. On Sunday 24th July St Ignatius Church will become flooded with light to mark
the beginning of a week of Feast Day/Centenary celebrations as the Church will be flood-lit in colour throughout week leading
up to Feast of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Sunday 31st July. Reference: 2015 Jesuit Companions Sesquicentenary Commemorative Edition (Summer)
Thank you to Monica Florence of the St Ignatius Toowong Parish Office for her assistance with this article.
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