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MEETING TIMES 

Monthly meetings featur ing a 
guest speaker are held on the  

4th Friday of each month from  
January until November.  

Where: In the meeting room  
at the Toowong BCC Library,  

(Third floor, Toowong Village, 
Sherwood Rd, Toowong. 

Time: 9.30am—11.30am.  

Followed by morning tea 

CONTACT DETAILS: 

c/-of Secretary 
PO Box 187 Toowong BC,  

Ebor Lane,  
Toowong Q 4066  
Tel: 0401 180 092 

tdhsoc@gmail.com 

toowonghistory.org.au  

 

 

Call of the Koel 24 March 2017 

Newsletter of the Toowong and District Historical Society Inc.  

From the Editor’s desk… 
This edition of the TDHS’s newsletter is the first 
for 2017. Unfortunately, I was not able to write 
the third and final edition for 2016. As this situa-
tion is not likely to change, I have asked around 
for a volunteer to take on this vital part of our 
Society’s programme. Fortunately a TDHS mem-
ber is considering taking on the role so this may 
be the last newsletter I write for the Society. I 
hope you have found the newsletters I have writ-
ten to date of interest and informative.   

In opening proceedings for our Members’ Day, 
the theme of the January members’ monthly meet-
ing, president Paul Meyers welcomed back our 
members and wished all a happy 2017. Members 
were asked to bring along an item of significance 
to their family history and share its story.  

A range of interesting stories were recounted and 
the items  shown initiated much discussion. Eve-
ryone, it seems, enjoys hearing about other peo-
ple’s family history! 

So successful and enjoyable was this meeting that 
some members suggested that the idea of bringing 
along an article for a show’n’tell be used again. 
Programme organisers Bruce and Genean are now 
considering that this idea be perhaps scheduled as 
the regular January Members’ Day theme, thus 
allowing members to share aspects of their family 
history with others. 

February’s meeting saw the return as guest speak-
er of popular former local figure Denver Bean-
land, who spoke upon his latest publication on the 
story of the former Brisbane Town Hall and up-
date of the history of the Brisbane City Council. 

February Meeting 

Friday, 24th March 2017  

History of Windsor and 
surrounding districts  

Afternoon Tea with Ellie 
and Duncan Ramsay… 
On Sunday 19 March, TDHS member Dun-
can Ramsay and his wife Ellie invited the 
residents of Aston Street to afternoon tea at 
their heritage home in Aston Street, Too-
wong to hear TDHS member Judith Marks 
speak about her memories of the street and 
surrounding area. Duncan and Ellie asked for 
our help as they wished to find out more 
about the history of their street, and thought 
that current residents would be also interest-
ed. They also wanted to invite former resi-
dents of the area to come along and meet 
those who now live here, so the Society’s 
committee arranged for some of these former 
residents that we had been in contact with to 
be invited as special guests.  

Among the special guests were Judith’s sis-
ters Jane and Annie; Jennette Lavis, daughter 
of Fraser East, her daughters Susan and Mar-
garet, and Jeanette’s cousin Julie Johnston 
nee Sanderson and her husband Stuart. They 
all enjoyed adding the occasional memories 
to those of Judith’s and chatting to current 
and past residents during afternoon tea.  

Among the 40 people who attended was  
John Siemon, son of former resident Ted 
Siemon who wrote reminiscences of the area 

in 1993, and who has since sadly died. Ted 
was born in 1917 and his memories provide 
a valuable snapshot of the area, including a 
fire in one of the houses in Aston Street. Ju-
dith invited John to add his memories so he 
kindly obliged with a few recollections of 
people who lived here while he was a child.   

Other special guests were Judith Franklin, 
who lived most of her life in Josling Street, 
and Ann and Helen, members of the Lanham 
family, whose Lanham grandparents had 
bought a large property at 4 Holmes Street, 
in 1929 and lived there until 1934, by which 
time both had died. The property backed 
upon that of the Franklins, so these ladies 
had much to discuss.  

Also present were people associated with the 
house that Ellie and Duncan now own. First-
ly there were Ross and Wilma Tait, members 
of the Smith family. Hercules Smith, former 
Headmaster of Toowong School had owned 
the property in the late 19th century, while 
his son Frank Smith lived next door. Mr 
Smith’s daughters, the Misses Smith lived 
here as well. Another previous owner was 
present also, Mrs Marney Dunn, and she 
enjoyed meeting people she had known from 
the street again. Among the local residents 
who introduced themselves were a young 
couple who only moved in on the day before. 
Another young family had only lived here a 
fortnight.  

On behalf of the Society Ruth made a 
presentation to Ellie and Duncan. It was in-
deed a wonderful afternoon, and their offer 
to host such an event so that locals could 
meet past locals and our committee was in-
deed appreciated.  

Ruth Sapsford (centre) presenting a thankyou gift 
to Ellie (right) and Duncan Ramsay (left) at the 

afternoon tea hosted by them on 19 March at their 
home in Aston Street, Toowong.  (Photo: Genean 

Wildeisen)  
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Lang Farm Estate:  
The TDHS is currently undertaking another re-
search project anchored by TDHS committee 
member Lee Bull. Lee is writing biographies of the 
first purchasers to buy land from Gailey in Lang 
Farm Estate from ca.1876 onwards. She is using 
research completed by TDHS volunteer Sharon 
Racine. Sharon amassed an amazing collection of 
primary documents on these people, so Lee of-
fered to write up a biography of each person.  

For those not familiar with the area, Lang Farm 
Estate included the streets of Mayne, Aston 
(sometimes called Ashton), Benson, Brisbane, 
Glenny, Josling, Holmes, as well as Eskmount 
Drive, Glen Road, part of Perrin Park, the eastern 
side of Burns Road and Kayes Rocks.  

The first Toowong State School 
was established in Lang Farm 
Estate before relocating to Kate 
Street, off Sylvan Road.  

Miss Brown’s kindergarten was 
located here before Miss Brown 
relocated to High Street.  

Well-known Brisbane residents 

such as TE White and Hubert Frazer East lived 
here, as did former Australian prime minister Ar-
thur Fadden. Toby the Post Dog lived in Josling 
Street.  

The former Lang Farm Estate is known for its 
beautiful heritage houses, some of which are listed 
on heritage registers, and is bordered by the rail-
way line to the north and Perrin Park to the south. 
Before the Perrins purchased land here, the Carr 
family operated a dairy farm on property which 
was also part of Lang Farm Estate. Another inter-
esting area was that of Kayes Rocks.  

Lower parts of the area flooded badly in 2011 (and 
in earlier floods), forming a vast inland and deep 
lake, and for a few days some houses were inac-
cessible except by boat.  

A new book available 
for purchase  
For the past 15 months or so, the committee has 
been busy behind the scenes with our involvement 
in a co-operative project to write a history of the 
western suburbs. The project is now completed, 
and resultant book is now available for sale.  

Titled Brisbane Spreads West A Local History 
1840-1901, the book consists of a series of vi-
gnettes of the western suburbs that have been 
provided by each of the participating history socie-
ties.  

In the book each suburb shares stories of its de-
velopment, but these stories are told within a 
framework of common themes such as the devel-
opment of transport, the rivalry between centres 
for being declared the capital, growth of municipal 
government, schools and postal services. Each 
developing suburb is set into the wider context of 
the development of the Colony of Queensland, and 
the reader comes to appreciate the factors that 
shaped the history of each suburb and challenges 
faced such as isolation from Brisbane town, the 
distances needed to travel, the possibility of crime, 
and trying to earn a livelihood.  

Proposed by historian Andrew Darbyshire, conven-
or of the St Lucia Historical Society, representa-
tives from each group attended a series of admin-
istration meetings. Andrew Darbyshire co-
ordinated the collection of data from each group, 
and successfully applied for grant funding to pay 
for printing costs.  

 

Andrew and Kenmore his-
torian Penny Cook edited 
the content, and well-
known historian Helen 
Gregory provided over-
sight. Bruce Sinclair vol-
unteered to be the 
TDHS’s .representative, 
and has been reporting 
upon progress to our 
committee as needed. A 
big thank you to Bruce for 
this commitment.  

At the November Mem-
bers’ Meeting last year 
Andrew provided a draft to our committee for feed-
back, and then attended the TDHS’s January 
Members’ Meeting to brief those present on the 
project.  

Each participating historical society has been allot-
ted a set number of books to sell, and will retain 
the profits. The list of these groups are included in 
the book.  

Our Society has now received those copies allo-
cated to us and these will be available for pur-
chase at this Friday’s meeting on 24 March 2017 
and at future monthly meetings. Cost is $15.00.  

As a sad postscript, Penny Cook died in hospital 
on Friday, 17 February. Her funeral was held on 
Friday, 22 February 2017. The TDHS offers con-
dolences to Penny’s family at this sad time.   

  Advertisement published in The Brisbane Courier on 1 October 1877. Peter Aston worked for          
a time for architect Richard Gailey, and Aston Street, Toowong, was named after him.  


