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MEETING TIMES
Monthly meetings featur ing a
guest speaker are held on the
4th Friday of each month from
January until November.
Where: Until the BCC libr ar y
meeting room reopens after renovations, the TDHS is using alternative venues.
The June meeting will be held at
the Toowong Bowls Club, Gailey
Rd.
Time: 9.30am—12.00 noon
Followed by morning tea

CONTACT DETAILS:
PO Box 187 Toowong BC,
Ebor Lane,
Toowong Q 4066
Tel: 0401 180 092
tdhsoc@gmail.com
toowonghistory.org.au

June Meeting
Friday, 28th June 2019

Peter Eedy
‘Waterworks Road—the track
that made Brisbane’

Welcome to this edition of the Toowong and
District Historical Society’s newsletter.
This is the first newsletter for some time, for
old and new members. We welcome our new
members and hope that you enjoy being part
of our history-oriented family. Perhaps one of
you could take on the role of newsletter compiler to ease the load on the current committee.
April and May have been busy with the release of the reprint of the Toowong Memorial
Park book on Anzac Day and the launch of
Toowong, A Time to Reflect, the fifth book of
reminiscences and contributions by local
identities, on Friday, 24th May.
We have much to look forward to in the coming months with the Sherwood Road walk on
Sunday, 4th August and the long awaited
launch of the Lang Farm Estate book on Saturday, August 24th at the Toowong Meeting
Community Place in Josling Street. Full details of these events will be in the regular
minutes, on the web page and on our Facebook page. Yes, we have entered this exciting
digital era.
Regular monthly meetings have had a bit of a
shakeup. They are still happening, but at alternative venues whilst the Toowong BCC
Library is undergoing renovations.
The June meeting will take place in the meeting room at Toowong Bowls Club, Gailey
Road, but the venues for the July and August
meetings are yet to be confirmed. So keep
your eyes peeled and your ears open to check
for the venues for these meetings.
August is the annual general meeting month,
so if your subscriptions are behind please
contact the Treasurer now.
Contact details in the column to the left.
Ruth Sapsford (President)

Next Meeting

Friday, 28th June, 2019
‘Waterworks Road—the track that made
Brisbane’
Presented by Peter Eedy
The presentation describes the history of
Brisbane’s early water supply, and how the
construction of the Enoggera Reservoir in
the 1860s permitted the rapid growth of
the town’s population in the late 1800s.
For over 40 years after the establishment
of the penal colony in 1825, residents relied on a murky reservoir in the town, and
their own rainwater collection. In 1863 the
Brisbane Municipal Council decided to
construct a dam on the upper reaches of
Enoggera Creek. This was a major construction project, as was the tunnelling
through the hills of modern Ashgrove
West and Bardon for the associated pipeline to the town centre.
In addition to clean water, other benefits
accrued to the town: the perennial creek
that ran from near the modern Normanby
Fiveways through the town centre was
progressively piped and filled in, reducing
flash flooding and allowing for more development, a more effective fire brigade
was formed and, most importantly, it permitted the growth of the town itself.

Workers constructing Enoggera Reservoir ca. 1864

TDHS Update...Anzac Day
The Toowong RSL Sub-branch invited the TDHS to attend the 2019 Anzac Day Dawn Service held at the Soldiers’ Monument in Toowong Memorial Park and to lay a wreath.
TDHS President Ruth Sapsford and Assistant Treasurer Bernie Kunkel laid a wreath on
behalf of the Society. This year, 2019, commemorates the centenary of the signing of the
Versailles Peace Treaty.
After the service Bruce Sinclair and Leigh Chamberlain manned a table to sell copies of
second edition of Toowong Memorial Park, which was released by our Society especially
for Anzac Day.
The second edition includes updated information which was not included in the first edition. Among additional material added to the book’s contents are the biographical details of
Norman Cassells, whose name was added to the Soldiers’ Monument last year.
If anyone wishes a copy of this book, it is available at $20.00 by contacting the Society.
See Contact details in the column to the left-hand side of this page.
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Upcoming event...
Historical Walk, Sherwood Road
The Toowong and District Historical Society will conduct a historical walk along Sherwood Road on Sunday, 4 August 2019.
The research is being anchored by TDHS committee member and researcher Lee Bull, with assistance from members of the
committee and volunteers.
Lee is currently busily researching places of interest in the precinct, and has been consulting the Society’s collection of
survey maps, title deeds, post office directories and electoral rolls to gather information to supplement that held in the
Society’s archives, as well as checking out entries on A ncestry.com
Donations received from participants on last year’s walk are being used to purchase supporting title deeds and survey maps.
TDHS would like to take the opportunity to thank contributors who have generously supported our research to date in this way.
Among places of interest featured will be ‘Kinellar’, the former residence of Charles Patterson, and the gracious residences of
‘Dovercourt’, and ‘Warrawee’. Also featured will be the location where SW Jones once made the Condamine bell.
Unfortunately, some of Toowong’s earlier residences are no more, but their former locations will be pointed out. These
properties include ‘Sherwood Grove’, where the Hon. WH Wilson used to live, and ‘Karslake’, the residence of JB Fewings,
later to become the first premises of Hardings Brothers, a wholesale grocery business.
Another building of interest is a house which used to be a former birthing hospital.

More details will be announced closer to the date when a booking sheet will be opened.
So please check out both the Society’s webpage at: www.toowonghistory.org.au
and the Society’s Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Community-Service/Toowong-and-District-Historical-Society-330289864419234/

Houses in Sherwood Road

Above left: Dovercourt
Left: Kinellar
Right (top & bottom): The removal of houses
belonging to the late Mrs Mary Persley and her
daughter, Dr Gabrielle Persley
2

Book Launch of ‘‘Toowong: A Time To Reflect’’
The launch of Toowong A Time to Reflect, the Society’s fifth volume of reminiscences, was held on 24th May at the
residence of TDHS member, the late Judith Marks at 31 Terrace Street, Toowong, and hosted by her sisters, Jane Hassell,
Elizabeth Bishop and Anne West. The Marks family also kindly and generously provided the morning tea.
During the morning John Carter, assisted by Philippa Stanford, took photos of many of those present as a record of the event.
Brisbane turned on its best autumn weather for the occasion, and the morning dawned glorious, with not a cloud in the blue
sky. A welcoming sunny morning greeted the approximately 50 or so guests who attended to gather on Judith’s back deck or
in the adjacent family room from which the deck opens.
TDHS president Ruth Sapsford welcomed guests, especially the official guests and the book’s contributors, their families and
friends. As the book was dedicated to the late Judith Marks, Ruth introduced Judith’s sister Jane Hassell to say a few words
about her sister. Jane’s speech is included overpage.
Ruth presented Jane Hassell with a copy of the book as a thank you to her for co-ordinating the morning’s activities on behalf
of the Marks family. Ruth then introduced special guest Judy Magub, president of the Kenmore and District Historical Society, who, on behalf of the TDHS, presented each of Judith’s sisters with a framed photo of Judith. The photo was of Judith and
fellow TDHS members at the TDHS’s 2016 Christmas party.
Jane Prentice, the recently retired federal member for Ryan, launched the book. As complier and editor of the book, Leigh
Chamberlain spoke upon how apt the book’s title was. ‘We all like to reflect upon the past’, she said, ‘and to reminisce, and
we all like to note how things have changed’. She also thanked those who assisted in the book in some way, especially those
volunteers who have assisted the Society over the years in processing material that it had collected. She also thanked the
TDHS’s president, committee members and members for their support and encouragement.
Michael Berkman, the Queensland State Member for Maiwar, accepted the Legal Deposit copies of the book for the Queensland State Library and the Queensland Parliamentary Library. After the formalities were completed, guests enjoyed a delicious morning tea. A table was set up on the back deck to enable Leigh to sign copies of the book for purchasers. Many
guests complimented Judith’s sisters on how enjoyable the morning tea was. The scrumptious morning tea was a lovely note
to end the function on—one final and wonderful Marks morning tea provided by the Marks family in honour of Judith.

A photographic record of the book launch

Above left: TDHS president Ruth Sapsford welcomes guests.
Above right: Cecily Dean and Rick Thomason of the Redland Museum chat with the book’s compiler, Leigh Chamberlain; Judith Mark’s
neighbour, Lance Lewis; and Michael Berkman, MP for Maiwar.

Left: Jane Prentice, recently retired MLA for Ryan, launches the book.
Above centre: Leigh Chamberlain presents Michael Berkman with the Legal Deposit
copies of Toowong A Time to Reflect and of the TDHS’s newly released 2nd edition
of Toowong Memorial Park for the Queensland Parliamentary Library and the State
Library of Queensland. Right: Michael accepts the Legal Deposit books, and thanks
the TDHS for the invitation to the launch.
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A Tribute to Judith Marks

As the book ‘Toowong A Time to Reflect’ was dedicated to the late Judith Mark, her sister, Jane Hassell kindly gave a short
talk about Judith’s life to those present at the book launch. Here is Jane’s speech:
Judith Marks was my younger sister by two years. We were pre-war babies and were followed later by two post- war
siblings, Elizabeth and Anne. We all attended Ironside State School and BGGS.
Judith went on to UQ and graduated as a physiotherapist, working mainly with children at Royal Children’s Hospital.
Judith was always the most creative of the Marks children, starting with plasticine modelling and art classes with Vida
Lahey. At school she excelled in English and History.
Her creativity showed up in many ways—fancy dresses and birthday cakes for nieces and nephews; embroidery; tapestry
and bead work which she exhibited at the Ecca; and later, decorated eggs; and patchwork (for family and charity), which
she did with friends in her work room downstairs [here at 31 Terrace Street, Toowong].
Judith also opened her home to book club friends, with many lively discussions. She was fascinated by history, and with
Anne’s help, produced several talks and slides of Toowong and family.
On her behalf I thank you for dedicating this book to her.

Above left: After being introduced by TDHS president Ruth Sapsford, Jane Hassell speaks to the guests about her sister Judith.
Above right: After Judy Magub had presented a gift consisting of a framed photograph of Judith to each of Judith’s sisters., she is
photographed with Judith’s sisters, Anne West (who is holding her gift) and Jane Hassell.
Below: Judy Magub (left) photographed with Judith’s sisters, Elizabeth Bishop, Anne West and Jane Hassell. Judy holds one of the
framed photographs which she had given the sisters
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More photographs by John Carter of the book launch of ‘Toowong A Time to Reflect’

Above left: Judy Magub addresses assembled guests before presenting each of Judith Marks’s sisters with a framed photograph of Judith with
her fellow TDHS members. Above right: Jane Prentice (left) and Judy Magub pose with a copy of the book.
Below left: (L to R) Bernie Kunkel; Trish McDevitt and Keith Randall. Below right: (L to R) Ralph Bailey, Karlie Rice and Oscar Bowen

Left: Elaine Machin and her daughter, Donna Walker
Right: Michelle Pickering, representing Brisbane Living Heritage Network, with TDHS Treasurer, Bruce Sinclair
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Listening to proceedings: Above left: Lyn Henderson (on left) and Bev Michels Right: Philippa Stanford and Tania Dem

Above: The photograph presented to Judith’s sisters as a thankyou for hosting the
book launch and morning tea. The photograph is of Judith with her fellow TDHS
members at the 2016 Christmas party held at Toowong BCC Library taken by Ruth
Sapsford.
The photos on the left-hand side and on the top edge are of attendees at the book
launch
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